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VV herein itis prooued to be the ſame 


which was taught by our Sauiourleſus 
Chriſt,and by his holy Apoſtles; writ- 
ten for their vſe that haue deſi- _ 
red ſuch proofe. AG ghkRY 
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This Iprofe/ſe wnto thee, that according to the way which 
they call Herefte, ſo doe 1 ſerne the God of my Fathers, belee- 
wing all things which hath beene written i# the Law, and in 
#he Prophets. 


Vigilixs againſt Extyches : bb. 1. 

This # the Catholique Faith and Profeſsion which the 
Apoſtles bane deltuered, which the Martyrs haue confir- 
med, avd which the Faithfull preſerue exen rovhu preſent 
age, 

Printed at Zowdon by T. C. & R,C, for Michael Sparke, 
dwclling at the blue Bible in Greene Arbor. 1630, 
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AdLectorem, 


I Ourtcous Rea der, this bocke comming 
forth into the nix(d, efferethit ſelfe t0 
thy wiew : the werynitle whereef may in- 
y wmuc thee 10 reade 11: and may inftly pro- 
| ' miſe (if net thallenge) ſuthre hopes of 
matter worth the il ſirnatity, 1t wemitled a Inſtifica- 
tion of the Religion profeſſed in England; and theworke 
doth make gota the title : for inisthed ſpalt finde theſe 
propoſfiticns learnedly proſecuted agamfi the Pſendo- 
Catholiques, 

I. That the adoration of Images rifreſenting the 
proſons either of the Trinity,or of Saints, or Angels, is 
ai[ſonant tothe ord of God, | = 

2. That Divine Sernice ought 10 bee adminiſired to 
the people in the vulgar teygne (net inan vaknowne 
language) according to the fratt iſe of Chriſt ana his 
Apettles. - 

3. That the word of Ged( not Phariſaicall traditions, 
or the Legends and Fables of men) ought to beread and 
expounded to the people, according tothe cuſieme of the 
Series and Phariſes : who white they ſate in Moyſes 
chaire yead and interpreted the Law and the Py 

4. That the Sacraments of the New Teflament are 
net ſeauen,ss Anti-Chrift that ſeauen-headed beaſt af- 
firmeth :-for Chriſt inſtituted but two, Baptiſme, and 
the Loyas Supper ; which ſucceeded theſe two Legall 
ones ; Circumciſion,and the Paſcha. 

AZ 5. That: 
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Ad LeAtorem. 
5. That Baptiſme, ought to be celebrated accor ding to 

the commundement of Chriſt without Exorciſme, or any 

ſuperfluous and ſuperſtitious Ceremony. 

6. That the Lords Supper ought to.be adminiſtred to 
the people in both kindes, without Elenation, Adoration, 
Reſeruat ion, and pompous carrying it abroad in the 
ſtreets : and that tn it there ts neither Tranſnbftantiatt- 
0n,Conſubftantiation,or Reall preſence. 

7. That Prayer ought to be made onely to God, by the 
onely mediation of Teſus Chriſt : And that it ts an hor- 
rible impicty to make gods of creatures,in gining then 
Gods worſhip : or to mocke with Chriſti medzation, in 

ſeckeng for new Interceſſors,whetber Saints or Angels, 

8. That the Martyrs of the Primitine Church ſaf- 
fered wnaer the prophane Emperors, for the ſame Rels. 
gion, which we now profeſſe : To which our Martyrs, as 
Cranmer,e#c. (not Garnet and bis adherents) hage 
borne witne(ſe, under that Whore of Babilon, exen to 
the death ; laying downe their lines for the Teitimony of 
Jefaes. 

no" defence of theſe Truths, thou haſt bere in a ſhort 
view; compriſed by « learned Author, whom I neuer 
knew, but in his workes , whoſe writings doe ſceme to 
beare witneſſe to hus labour 5,and indefatigable paines in 
Study: The fruites or effetts whereof doe in part ap- 
peere inihis, which hath beene locked wp in priuate Ca» 
binets,like fire raked wp in aſhes, almoſt buried in oblz. 
wiow ; but now-comes forth to ſee the light for the pub- 
like good. Firſt reade then cenſure. 


Thine in all Chriſtian 
durics : | 
AL. F; 


The > af I fee: 
rall Chapters of this Booke, 


T he fumme of our Religion 
Jr Feſſed m England. "Or : 
2. The particulars 
Relig profe Joes in England. Pag.3. 
hap. 3. Dinine Seruice 1s to bee adminis 


fred in a language. which the people onder« 


and. 5: I8. 
Chap. 4. Of the reading and expounding to 
the a the Word of God, and not the Legends 


and Fables of men. Pag. 29. 
Chap. 5. Of Preaching. Pag.25: 
Chap. 6. Of Sacraments. Pag 41» 
Chap. 7. Of Baptiſme. Pag- 43- 
Chap. $. Of the Lords Supper. pag.44- 
Chas, 9. Of Prayer. pag. 56. 
Chap. 10. Of Martyrs. pag-68:; 


FINIS. 


OY 
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The vvricing occaſioning 
__ this Treatiſe. 


ICH Defire to hane it proned, th.t 
AS the Religion now profeſſed in 
34 England «the ſame-which 
Our —_ Chriſt taught his «Apoſiler, 
and they preached oner all they Loy) 
and conuerted thouſands at.one g ermon 
ono. 

7/ ut be the ſame, then FAR may hes 
foe. namedthat : fufferd furity For it 
not likeb that fo many thouſands 
which were conucrted to the true Faith 
"Prould, zll be deft oyed, and no mention 
made gf them m ancient Ht ſtories. 
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Cues. k 
The  ſumme of our Heligion profeſſed in 


Eng and. 


roue that is here deſired, 
= | had bcene ſooner done, if the 
)[ matter had concerned onely 
ſome particular poynts of 
our Religion profeſſed in Emg- 
Oiled, 5 but now the proofe 
WH &lrequircd being general with- 

DV out any limitation and re- 
m— ſtraint, and extending it ſelfe 
to our whole Religion,it muſt firſt bee ſhewed what 
Religion we profefle; and then ſuch proofe is to bee 
mace of the ſame as is here demanded,both ſumma- 
rily,and in ſome principall parts thereof : Firft, that 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles taught the ſame, then 
that the Martyrs wentioncd in ancicnt Hiſtories gaue 
teſtimony to the ſame by their death, 


For 
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2 A Iſl ification of the Religion 

For clearing of the former point, it is here to bee 
vndcerſtood; Firſt, that Religion is the way and im- 
mediate durty whereby men ſeruc God : And fur. 
ther, that true Religion and the right way to ſerue 
Gad,is that onely which God hath revealed to men, 
Now God ſpake to the Fathers in old time by the 
Prophets, declating his will hcrein by peece-meale 
er by ſundry parts,and in ſundry manners;bat in theſe 
loft dayes ((aith the Apoſtle) he hath ſpoken to v8 by hu 
Serne,thar is,by Ieſus Chriſt. In which words the na- 
tureof the oppoſition of theſe two reuclations of the 
will of God,de-larcth that by Icſus Chriſt his onely 
Sonne,God hathreucaled his will concerning true 
Religion, andthe right way to worfhippe and ſcrue 
him,not any more by parts, but wholly and fully, nor 
in any manner that may be afterchanged, as was the 
worſhip of the Fathers, but in a manner certaine, vn- 
changeable,and to remaine for eucr. 

This Religion our Sauiour Icſus Chriſt firſt ravghe 
in his owne ſacred perſon, as it is declared inthe hi. 
ſtory of the Goſp-ll written by foure witneſſes, two 
Apcfttes and two Evangeliſts : after by his comman- 
dement, his holy Apoſtlcs preach. d and publiſhed 
the ſame Religion to all Nations, For the preaching 
whereof vat them while they yet remained at /-rw- 
fatem, according to his promiſe they were baptized 


withthe holy Gho't and with fire. By which holy | 


Spirits infpiration, they being clothed with power 


from above,and hauing recciued the miraculous gift 


to ſpeake with ſtrange langvaves, and a mighty in- 
creaſe of all ſpirituall graces needfull for that ſervice, 
fo fpake of the great workes of God to the lewes, 
that from all parts of the woilkd were cone to /ers- 

ſalems, 
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now profeſſed in England. 3 

ſalem, that the ſame day there were addedtothe Aaes2.4:. 

Church abovt 3o000.perfons. After by reaſon of the ,,,,, 

perſecntion that was raiſed againſtthole that receiued 
their doArine,ani) other occaſions tharGod diſpoſed, 
their doctrine was publiſhed in diuerſe Countries; 

and at Amtiech in Syria fo prevailed, that there firſt «11-16. 
the Diſciples were named Chriſtians, of Chriſt 
whoſe Religionthey receiucd ; of which beginning 
and proceeding of the Goſpel), to the time of the 
Apoſtle Pauls impriſonment at Rome, the Evangeliſt 
Luke hath written the yvndoubted certainty m his hi- 
ſtory of the 47s of the Apoſtles, which ſtory is in- 
larged by that was written alſo hereof by ſome ofthe 
Apoſtles themſcluecs in their Epiſtles, and alſo in che 

KRenelation, 
By which ſacred bookes of the new Teſtament, it 
molt cerrainly and manifeſtly appeareth what the 
religion and doQtrine was which our Saniour Chriſt 
2nd his Apoſtles canghr,and Chriſtian Churches af- 
ter profeſſed that continued intheir doRrine : And 
this is ſummarily that moſt holy taith and rrue Chri- 
ſtian religion which is now profeſſed in Emz/end,and 
eſtabliſhed by publique Amhority. Thus ſummari- 
ly anſwer ts made to that is here defired. 
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Caae, IL 
The particulars of our Religion profeſſed in England, 


- — 


Ow for further ſarisfaRtion in the particular 
points of our Religionnow profefſ-din Exg- 
land,it is to be ynderſtoad that there are two 
boukes eſtabliſhed by publique and higheſt authori- 

| B2 ty 


4 4 1#ſti fication of the Religion 
ry amongft vs, wherein are declared the particular 
points of Chriſtian Religion, as they now are recei- 
ued and profeſſed in England; the one of theſe is inti- 
tuled the booke of Articles of Chriſtian Religion a- 
greedin the Conuocation, inthe yeere of our Lord 
1562. Inwhich booke is declared ſhortly in ſeue- 
rall Articles,the whole doctrine of Faith, and of the 
Sacraments which we profeſle, 

The other is the booke of divine Seruice and com. 
mon Prayer, wherein is ſet downe the whole order 
whereby we ſerue God publiquely in our Churches. 
Intheſe two,or in cither of them (for ſubſtance) is 
contained rhe declaration of our Religion : where- 
fore if the Religion delivered in cither of theſc b:e 
prooued to bee the ſame which Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles taught,and that which for any part whereof true 
Martyrs of ancient time haue ſuffered, then is that 
prooued which is here defired, which proofe at this 
time it ſeemeth moſt conuenient to be made, eſpeci- 
ally of the booke of diuine Seruice. For the Law 
with vs requireth eſpecially to ſerue God, according 
to ſuch forme as is eſtabliſhed by Authority, and ſer 
downc inthe booke of diuine Seruice and common 
Prayer. Therefore to yeeld ſatisfaftion to ſuch Ro» 
mane Catholique Recuſants as are offended at ſuch 
parts thereof as differ from the Liturgy ofthe Church 
of Rowe, ſuch principall parts of the ſaid diuine Ser- 
uice are here to bee iuſtificd to bee eſtabliſheda- 
monegſt vs according to that Dofrine which our Sa- 
viour Chriſt and his Apoſtles have deliuered. 

For performance whereof, it is to be vnderſtoad, 
that there are ſundry points of Religion (et downe 
inthe ſaid booke,whercof no pretended Catholique 
IS 
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now profeſſed in England, 5 
is ſuppoſed to make any doubt : Of this ſort it is that 
the ſaid Booke appointeth the reading of the holy 
Scriptures of both the Teſtaments, and particularly 
out of the old Teſtament, ef the Law of the two Ta- 
bles contayning the ren Commandements of Al- 
mighty God; and out of the new Teſtament,ofthe 
Lords Praycr.Of like kinde alſo it is that in the fame, 
our faith ig many of the higheſt and moſt ſacred my. 

ſeries of Chriſtian Religion, is declared and profeſ- 

ſediathreeof the moſt ancient and notable Confeſſt- 
ons of Chriſtian faith that haue beene gathered out 
of the Scriptures in any former ages: Of which Con- 

feſſions or Creedes as they are commonly called , 

the firſt and moſt ancient is that which. vſually 15 cal- 

led the Apoſtles Crecde, becauſcir containeth many 

principall points of the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, 
and in a great part,followeth from one degree to an- 

other the Story of the Goſpell,concerning the ſundry 

degrees of the humiliation and glory of our Sauiour 

Chriſt, 

The other two, are ſomewhat larger declarations 
of the ſame points of doctrine that are inthe former; 
of which Confcfhions or Creedes,the one is of 4tha- 
naſius, that reſolute & conſtant Profeſſor of Chriſt, 
worthy in honourto be immortall in the Churchac- 
cording to his name. 

The other, the Creede ſet forth by the firſt and 
moſt famous ecamenzcall Councell of Wice : Belides 
theſe,though not expreſſed inthis booke,the Lawes 
ef England (o recciue the holy determinations of all 
the firſt foure generall Councels, inthat they agree- 
ably to the Scriptures determined of the doctrine 
concerning Chriſts two natures, of God and Man; 
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F A Iuſtification ofthe Religion 
and of the Vnity ofhis Perſon, and of the Godhead 
of the holy Ghoſt; againſt the damnable Hereftes of 
Arins,Neftor ins, Eutyches,and Macedoniue, as they Or. 
daine puniſhment by death ypon any that ſhall ob- 
ſtinately maintaine the forcſaid Hereſies. 
Moreouer,the ſaid booke appointeth the order for 
the adminiſtration of both the Sacraments, inſticu- 
ted by our Sauiour Chriſt, as ſ1gnes and ſeales of the 
Gofpell of Chriſt and of the righteouſnes that is by 
Faith; viz. Biptiſme, the Sicrament of our new 
birth 5 and the Lords Supper, che Sacrament of our 
continuall nouriſhment by him to life cucrlaſting. 
Finally the ſame baoke containeth(befides rhe Lords 
prayer, the truc rule and direction whereby all other 
are framed) many other godly prayers for all eſtates 
and degrees, and #pplicd to the confeſſion of our fins, 
to the adminiſtration of the Sacr-men's, and other 
like occaſions of the Church. Thus faire of ſich 
particulars as itis to be thought no Chriſtian doub. 
ecth buethart thy are from God. Wherefore the 
proofe to bre made ſcemerh ne: dtull only in ſuch 
points as our Church hath reformed in the Religion 
and Liturgie protefſed and vicd in the Church of 
Rome. 
Now thercforethe principall things of difference 
* In the betwcene our divine Scruice and the Liturgie cf the 
—_— 7 Church of Rome, follow to be conſidered inthe prin- 
only is wor- Cipall parts thereof, after that two points haue beene 
Kipped with debated, whichare t» be regarded in them all;,where- 
nor any cr-a- Of the former is, the ſubic or perſon, that is to 
on ſay, who it is that with Scruice of Religion ought 
ge, reliquezgdc TO be ſcrued and worſhip"d by vs : *in England by 
ueh like, publique Authority,with Diuine ſeruice, the law in- 


tendeth 


; wow profeſſed in England. 

tendeth that onely the true etcrnall God the Al- 
mighty creatour of heauen and earth, and the Father 
of our Lord Icfus Chriſt, is to be religiouſly ferued 
and honored by vs. For which cauſe it is ordained 
tht cthe-word of God be read and expounded, thar 
his Sacraments bee adininiftred, and thar all our 
prayers be madeto God, and to God alone: And by 
like Authority there are learned Homilies ſet aut 
declaring and proving that to worſbip creatures in 
them(elues or in their Images, and ro haue them in 
Churches, is not lawful}. Now in ſome former time 
bv the authority of the Seca of Rowe our Churches 
& Temples in E2g/and were wont to bee full of Ima- 
g:s,lome repreſcnting-God,8: the ſacred Myſtery of 
the Perfons in the Godhead, and ſome repreſenting 
Icſus Chriſt, both otherwiſe,and ſpecially as hee was 
crucified ; befidcs theſe, there was allo almoſt an in- 
numerable multitude of Images repreſenting the 
Sainrs departed out of this life, belides many other, 
of whoſe Chriſtian vertues there appeared little 
proofe. 

And as theſe Images were broughr into the Chur- 
ches, ſo they were by like authority ſerued and wor- 
ſhip-d, with garments, ornaments, kiſſing. kneeling, 
creeping,candlelight,cenfing, reading their Legends, 
finging Anthemes, and making prayers to thera, and 
to their honour, or at leaſt torheir honour that were 
repreſented by them. 

Which being ſo, it i5 to bee conſidered what our 
Sauiour Chriſt and his Apoſtles taughr concerning 
the ſubieR of diuine Seruice,thar ſo zrimight appeare 
that our Religion and manner of feruing God in 


Eveland, is the ſame in this reſpeRt that was =—_ 
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8 A Inſtification of the Religion 
by them,and that the other of the Sea of Rome is di- 
realy contrary tothcir DoRtrine. 

Iok.4. 23,24. Qur Sauiour Chiſt taught that Godis a Spirit, and 
that whoſocuer will worſhip him aright, muſt wor- 
hip himin ſpirit and truth : whereby it is plainethat 
the Godhead or any perſon of the Godhead, cannot 
be repreſented by an Image. Foritno Art ofa man, 
can truely repreſent the ſoule of a man,becauſc ir is 
2 fpirituall ſubſtance which no bodily thing can tru- 
ly repreſent, much lefſe can the ſpiricuall tubſtance 
of God be repreſented, which without all compari. 

Rom. 1.vere {ON is more fimple. For whichcaule the Apoſtle ſaith 

18. co 24,25-that the Gentiles repreſenting God by creatures,were 
guilty of 1lying,and turned that which God truely is 
intoa falſe retemblance, In which re{pe& alſo the 

1126-2. +19 Prophets call ſuch Images teachers of lycs, which is 

" ._ manifeſt ſoto bez becauſe it isafalſe repreſntation 
to repreſent]Eternity by thatwhich had a beginniag, 
incorruption by that which is corruptible, the crea. 
tor by the creature; and that more falſe, then if a 
man would repreſent the day by the night, lightb y 
darkcneſſe,and life by death. 

$en1-24-19 Morcouer, the Apoſtle there ceacheth, that God 
held himſelfe ſo highly difhonoured thereby, as for 
thatcauſc, he gaue them ouer to their owne luſts to 
diſhonour themſclues wirh all kinde of ſhamefull di- 
ſhonour and abhominablc iniquities. 

Whereunto the ſame Apoftle doth adde in ano- 

1 Cer.G-9. ther place, that Idolaters [ball not inherit the Kingdome 

Reuel-21.8. 9f God : Likewiſe in the Revelation it is ſaid, that Jas- 
laters together with dogges, Ixchanters, Har lots, and Ly- 
ers,ſhall not enter into the City of God, the heauenly 1e- 
ruſalew, Morcouer,our Sauiour Chriſt teacheth con- 

ccraing 


now profeſſed in England, 9 
cerning the worſhip of God agrecably to the Law, 
ſaying ,if is written, Thow ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God,and him on:ly ſhalt thouſerne, By which words M** +- 
he declareth ir to be veterly vnlawfull to worſhip any 
creature with the worſhip that is due vato Godzand 
furtherthat all 1cligious kneeling & adoration is to be 
ycelded ro God onely. Which 1s agreeableto the an- 
cient commandement that ſo commandcth God to Exd.2:0.4. 
be vorſhipped,as it forbiddeth by way of Religion & 
to wo: ſhip with religious worſhip, the likenes of any 
creaturc either in heauen or in carth, orin the waters 
vnder the carth; againſt the tranſerciſors of which 
commandciment the Lord declareth himlelfe moſt 
prouoked ro vengeance in comp?ring his anger tothe 
anger of ajcalous man, that will nor bee pacified by 
any racanes, but will be an-nged vpon the adulterer, 
Likewiſe in that he addeth further a terrible commi. 
nation againſt [dolatcrs, whom he there dcclareth to 
hold for his enemies and ſuch as hate him,in threat- 
ning to vilite, that is, to piniſh their finnes in their 
children, andalfo in their childrens childrcnto the 
third and fourth generation. 

For which cauſe the Apoſtle 7obw exhorteth all 
Chriſtians to beware of Idols, ſaying, Little children ' 1992 5+ 21. 
keepe your ſelues from Idols, ortake ye heede and be- 
ware of Images, So the Apoftle Paw! writeth to 1 Cor.10-14 
the Cor 1nrhians ſaying, My beloned fly from 1dolatry. 
Likewiſc the ſame Apoſtle inal his miniſtry ſougheto ! Thel11.9. 
withdraw as the Corinthians and the Theſſalonians,f0 
all other gentiles from the ſervice of Idols to ſerue the 
true God. For which cauſe alſo being at Athens and 54517416. 
greined in ſpirit to fee their City wholy addited to 
the ſcruice of Idols, 7 on -zealou _ 
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Io 4 Inſti fication of the Religion 


both in the Synogogues ofthe Icwes,and in the mar- 


ker place vpon all occafi 


ons,and m the higheſt Court 


of Iuſtice, to diſlwade them trom thoſe vaine and im- 
pious ſeruices, and cxhort them to worſhip onely the 


trac God the creator of 


heauen and carth. 


To which end alſo in another place he ſhewing that 
true Chriſtians (becauſe they are the Temples of 
God) ought to haue nothing to doe with Idols, ſaith, 


2 Cor. 6. 14. #hat participation hath 
I5. 


Tuſtice with iniquitie, or what 


communtox hath lizht with darkneſſe, or what commus- 
nion can Chriſt haue with Belial, or what part can a 


faithfull man baue with 


i, 


an Infidel, or what agreemeut 


can the Temple of God haue with 1dols I Wherefore goe 


yeeout from the middeſt of them,and ſeparate your ſelues 
faith the Lord,and touch no vncleanc thing, and then 1 
will receine you, and 1 will bee your father and you ſhall 
be my ſonnes and daughters; ſayth the Lord God Al- 
mighty. This is that our Sauiour Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſles taughtconcerning the worſhiping of God only, 
and the auoyding with all zealous deteſtation the ſer- 


uice of Idols, and Ima 
creature. 


ges, and reliques, and of any 


Now intimcs paſt, contrary to this dofrine, ovr 


Churches were full of 


Idols and Imagcs, and ſuch 


religious aderation and ſeruice was yeelded and done 
vnto them, adoration in bodily geſtures of vacoucr- 
ing the head vnto them, of kiſſing them, and bowing 
the body and the knee vato them, and ſuch like (er- 
vice; incouvering them with garments,adorning them 
with ornaments, incenſing of them,burning candles 
before thers, beſtowing gifts vpon them, making 


vowes,and going of Pil 
ther ſuch like ſcrujces. 


grimages vato them, with 0- 
But 


mw profeſſed in Enyland. Ii 
But the Lord youchſafing vs mercy, ſtirred yp the 
ſpirit of our renowned Princes, toreforme ſuch enor- 
mities,aS many vertuous Kings of {«dab had donethe 
. like before them; and having cauſed the Temples and 
Churches ro beecleanſed from all ſuch Idols and I- 
dolatry,(traightly charged and commanded all their 
Subiets,avandoning alltheſe vaine and moſt impious 
ſeruices to Idols,to worſhip the true and liuing God, 
aud to yecld religious adoration and ſeruicero him 
onely. 

Onthe cantrary, in all places yet ſubicR to the 
Sea of Rome, the Temples are full of Images, yea pri. 
uate houſcs, publique ſtreers, and high-wayes, and 
no: hing cith«r ſo private or ſo publique, where theſe 
Idols arc not. By which compariſon it manifeſtly ap- 
peareth that our Religion in Eng/and, for this point of 
the ſubie& of diuine Seruice,is that which was taught 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and the ſervice ofthe Sea 
ct Rome is direRly contrary toit, and full of Idolatry. 
Bur ſome thinke to avoid all that the Scriptures ſpeak 
azainſt Idols and Idolatry by a diftinRion or two, for 
which end diſtinguiſhing betweene Gauie and xarptla, 
they ſay that this latter only, that is,A-7evia, is forbid-. 
den to bee gjuen to creatures;bur the former, that is, 
Sreie, may be giuento ſome crearures, yea & ro ſome 
alſo a higher worſhip whichthey call reve. Bur 
this diſtin&tion cannot ſerve to excuſe the worſhip & 
ſeruice done te Images by ſuch as are ſubie&ro the 
Sea of Rome : Forthe people ignorant of this diſtin- 
Rion (if there were any ſich inthe Scriptares)could 
not poſſibly be kept from Idolatry by ir, but would 
be in continuall danger to paſſe the bounds of wor- 
ſhip preſctibed, and to give ro their Images the _ 
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of Almighty God, But the Scriptures make no ſuch 
diſtinRion at all, but indifferently vſc both theſe a- 
like, ro notc the {cruice and [ervants of God. Our Sa- 
Siu, Piour ſayth, Te canner ſerue God and mammon.Lik' wile 
the Apoſtle Paxd calleth himſclte, The Seruant of 
Gays. Criſt. 
nn Likewiſe in the Ads of the Apoftlrs, :Il the Apoſtles 
cl themſclues by the ſarac word, the Sernarts of God, 
of —w re Of the Theſſalonians it is ſayd that they had! beere tur- 
Sanivey, aca to God from 1aots, to ſerue the true and liutng God ; 
and inlike manner in diuers othcr places, whereby ic 
1s plaine, that this diſtintion hath noground inthe 
word of God. 

Morcouer,by the ſame word it appcarcth that ſuch 
ſcruices as the Sea of Rome ordaineth to be done to 
theirImages, arc ſuch as sre duc to Godonly,and for 
ycelding whereof to Images, theyr worthippers arc 
charged with Idolatry.This is proucd by that the law 
ſpcaking of all fimilirudes of _ ſayerh, Thou ſhatt 
et bow downe tothe m por ſerue them, And inthe firſt 
| King.19.10 booke of the Kings. 19, ver. 18. itis {iyd,l haze left 
' 7000. in 1/rael which haue not bewed the knee 10 Baal, 
Ro.11.4% and whoſe mouth hath not kiſſed him. 

Further in the ſecond booke of X:#gs5,chap.18.ver, 
14. itis writtenof the vertuous and zcalous King E- 
zekies, that he tooke away the high places, brake 
downe the [mages, cut downe the groucs, and that 
he beat into powder the braſen Serpent which 270y- 

fie had made, becauſc the 1ſraclits to> that day had of- 
fered incenſe to it, andcalled ir Nehuſtan, that is, a 
pecce of brafſe, By which places it appeareth,that for 
the ſcruices of bowing the knee to the Image of Ba- 
«/, and of kiflipg his Image, and of cenfiog the braſen 
Serpent, 
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Serpent,ſuch worſhippers arereproved as Idelaters. 
And theſe with many other like are the ſeruices 
that by the ordinances and praQiſe of the Sea of 
Rome are dayly done to Images, by thoſe which 
cleaue ſtillto that Sea, whereofit followeth, that for 
the ſame cauſes they are iuſtly charged with 1- 
dolatry. On the contrary part it appeareth, that our 
Religion yeelding all religious Scruice onely tothe 
truectcrnall God, and giuingno ſuch ſernice toany 
Image or creature whatſceuer, isthe ſamethar was: 
taught by our Saviour Chriſt and by his Apoſtles. 
Yet for excuſe of ſach Idolatry as hath beene men- 
tioned, there is yer further alleaged, thatthe Images 
of the heathen men onely are ldols, and not tlic L 
mages of Chriſtians and holy men ſet vp in the 
Churches ſuvic& ro rhe Seaof Rome, Bur this is 
plaincly confutcd by that the Prohibition of the law 
forbiddeth bowing down of the body,or any manner 
cf relivious ſeruice to bce done to the likenes of any 


thirg is heauen, mthe earth, or inthe waters vuder Exod.20.. 


the earth. Now the Images ferivp in all the Po- 
piſh Churches, are fimilitudesof ſome ſuch things, 
therefore thcy are by that law torbidden. Beſides, 
the law commanding God onely to be adored,ſerued, 
and worſhipcd religiouſly, excludeth alike from that 
honor all creatures whatſocuer, according as it is ſaid 
1 will not giue my honor to eny other : In regard hereof 


the Lord making mr nition of his Icalouſey, compa» Exod 20.5,- 


reth with adultery that offence done to him in com- 
municating ſuch adoration and ſeruice with any o- 
ther. Therefore as the wife is no lefle an aduleereſſe, 
that communicateth the homor and beneuolence duc 
to her husband alone, with the chicte ſeruant he hath, 
C3 | as. 
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as the wife of Perjphay would haue done with Zfeph, 
then if ſhe yecld the ſame to a ſtranger : Sothe jdo- 
latry is no lefſe that isdone in communicating theſe 
honors with the chicfe ſeruants of Ged,then was the 
Idolatry ofthe heathen in yeelding of the ſame ro the 
Lords ofthe Gentiles. SOm«time the Lord in this re- 
ſpe compareth himſelfe alſo to a King. Now in 
ike manner they are no lefle guilty of high treaſon 
againſt a lawfull King that yceld his proper regilicics 
and honorsto any of his owne ſubi:&s, then if they 
did it to ſtrangers. For the alleagiance being com. 
municated with any other, high treaſon is commited, 
whatſocner the party be to whom it is yeelded, whe. 
ther it be an encmic or a friend a ſtranger or a ſnbjeR, 
onethat is farre off, or of the neareſt about him, and 
of cheeieſt dignity in his Court, 

For theſe are duties that will not admit of any par- 
ticipation and fellowſhip with any other, but arc to 
be yeclded wholly and onely to the foucraigne King 
and lawfull Husband. And as whatſoever is other- 
wiſe is adultery and high treaſon ; ſo inthe caſe of re- 
l:igious adoring and worſhipping, whatſocuer is ycel- 
ded to any creature, or to the Image and ikenefſe of 
any cteature,is the finne of Idolatry. Therefore the 
difference betwixr the partics repreſented by the I 
mages, cannot excuſe the matter. Moreouer, that 
ſuch adoration and ſeruice is not to be excuſed may 
appeare, in that ofccntimes the people of 1/rae/and 
others,are reproouedfor worſhipping the Sunne,the 
Moone, the Srarres,and all the hoſte of heauen. Like. 
wiſc in thar the cenfing of the braſen Serpent is ac« 
counted [dolatry, notwithſtanding that at the begin- 
ning it had beene ſet vpby Gods cxpreſſe comman- 

dement 
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dement for another purpoſe, and thart it in a ſort re- 
preſented Chriſt Crucihed, and lifted vp on highby 
the pR—_—_— the Goſpel, thar all which ſhould. 
looke vpon him and behold him with the eyc of 
Faith, might be ſaued from the power and ſting of 
Sathan the oldSerpent. | 

The ſame may be allo prooued by thatthe Apoſtle 
Paul, when they would haue ſacrificed to him (which 


was no more then offering incenſe to this effe) A* 14+14- 


rent his clothes, and with great zcale deteſted ir, that 
any ſuch thing ſhould be done vato him. The Apoſtle 


Peter allo being reſpeted and reuerenced by Corne- ,a,oq5, 


{;u5,with ſo much reyerence as ſeemed to him. might-26. 
be dangerous to proeue offenſiue to God, withdrew 
him carneſtly from ir,and acknowledged himſelfe ro 
be his fellow ſeruant. 


The worſhip of Angels is likewiſe reprooued in ci.2.15. 


the Epiſtle to the Colofians : and the Apoſtle 79by, 
rauiſhed vpon the ſuddaine with admiration of the 
Angelthat had reuealed ſo great Myſteries vnto him, 


and worſhipping him,was forbidden by the Angell, Revel. 19. 10. 


acknowledging himſelfe to bee fellow ſeruant with 
tohn,and exhorted to yeeld that honour to God one- 
ly. And if ſuch honour be not to be giuento the A- 
poſtles of Chrift, nor yer to the Angels in heauen 
ſurely it is not to bee giuen to any other creature, 
much lefle totheir Images. 

Hereunto may be added,that the Images of Chri- 
ftizns,are as well the workemanſhip of men, as thoſe 
ofthe Heathen were, Further alfo,that the Images 
euen of the Apoſtles and of Chriſt himſclfe, were 
for their matter like to the Images of the Heathen, 
beipg made of wood, ſtone,nacttall, or ſuch like mat- 
rers, 
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ters. The outward ſhape alſois no other. Likewiſe it 
S to be ſaid as well of them as of the other, That 
they hawe eyes to ſee, yet they ſee not z eares to heare, but 
they bearenot; feete to goe, but walke not but ſtand in 
weede tobe lifted wp to the place where they ſkand,and to 
be nailed tot leaſt they falldowne ; Therefore no ſuch 
Images are to bee honoured, nor to bee ſuffered in 
Chriſtian Churches. 

For theſe and ſuch like are the reaſons for which 
the worſhippers of Images are rep:ooucd by the 
Sc: iptures as Idolaters : viz. becauſe they worſbyp 
the workes of mens hands, they worſhip things that 
are dead, as ſtocks and ſtones, talſe repreſemcations, 
and lying ſhapes,that haue likeneſle of lenſes and lite, 
and yet are inducd withno ſince nor power of lite 
and finally, ſuch things as can neither do good nor 
hurt to men,but need mens helpe to ſtand, and may 
be burnt or otherwiſe conſumed by them. 

This is the doQtrine of our Sautour Chriſt and of 
his Apoltlcs concerning this point,that God oncly is 
to bercligiouſly worſhipped, and that no creatures 
or their Images are to be adored. After that alſo a 
long time,the ſame doctrine was acknowledged,and 
the worſhip cf Images rceprooued. For declaring 
whereot it may ſ{iffice here to ſet downerhat which 
is reported by Ep/phanics himſelte, and is tranſlated 
by Jerome. Epiphanius in his lenterto 1-hathe Bilhop 
of !eruſalem,wriceth hereof inthis manner : I found 
in a Church at Anablathes, a veile hanging in the 
doore of the Church,ſtaincd andpainted,and hauing 
the Image as of Cl:riſt, or of ſome holy man; for 
I donor well remember wheſc Image itwas.: There- 
forc whea I ſaw the Image of a man to hang, in the 
Church 
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Church of Chriſt, contrary to the authority of the 
Scriptures,I cut it in peeces, and gaue counſell tothe 
Keepers of the place,rather to winde it vp,and carry 
out to buriall in it ſome poore man deceaſed. Anda 
little after, I pray you command that ſuch veiles bee 
not hanged in the Church of Chriſt, which are a- 
gainſt our Religion. 

Here might bee ſhewed the ſtory, from what be- 
ginning and by what degrees this corruption entered 
and prevailed in the Church, till at lengrh the ſecond 
councell of N:zcedire&ly againſt the word of God and 
all ancicat praQtſe of the Church,decreed the ſerting 
vp of Images inthe Churches,and worſhipping of 
them | 

For that the Doctrine of our Sauiour Chriſt and of 
his Apoſtles was contrary hereunto,&the ſamewhich 
our Church in E-z/and doth teach and maintaine, 
whereof here is queſtion, hath bene already decla- 
red. Therefore touching the firſt point of our religion 
in diuine ſeruice, which concerneth the ſubicR,which 
is,that God onely is to be religiouſly worſhipped, 8 
not Images,or yet any creature whatſoeuer : Thus it 
hath bene proucd which was diſired,that our Religi- 
on kercin is that which the Lord Icſus himſclfe 8& his 
moſt faithfull miniſters the Apoſtles taught anddeli- 
uered, 

Now followeth the ſecond poynt of thoſe which 
are common to all diuine Seruices, that is, in what 
language or tongue it 1s to be performed: wherein 
the dotrineand prattiſe of our Church in England 
is,that it be adminiſtred in aſpecch knowne,and yn- 
derſtood by all the people. 

In which praRtiſe it is now to bee ſhewed that wee 

D haue 
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haue our Religion inthis reſpeR, jn like manner from 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, teaching and ordaining ſuch 
adminiſtration of it. | 


_ —_—— 
IR 
© — 


Dijntne Sergice us to be adminiſired ina 1anguare 


which the people wnderfiand. 


2&Vr Sautour Chriſt performed his owne 
>Miniſtery in a ſpecch vnderſtood by all 
the people ; for hee read and expounded 
SK the Scriprures to them in a tongue which 
they vaderſtood,as it appeareth, Luke 4. He prayed 
alſo in like manner, obs 17. 
Furtheralſo in ſaying, Heare yee Moyſes and the 
Prophets,he commanderth rhe reading and expoſiti- 
on of their writings to bee performed in a language 
that might be vaderſteod ; tor otherwiſe they could 
not heare them with any vnderſtanding, but ſhould 
be as deafe men , whereas his meaning thereis, that 
they ſhould ſo heare,as they might be taught there- 
by,and forewarned to gouern the courſe of their life, 
as they might avoyd the torments of hell. Likew:fe 
hee taught his Diſciples to pray in atorgue which 
they vnderſtood,and in themyſo inſtruRed all other 
that ſhould be his Diſciples after, to call vpon God 
in aſpeech knowne by them, both in the Forme he 
taught them ſaying, When ye pray, ſay thus : Our 
Father, &c. and by the dircion of that prayer, to 
make all our petitions priuate and publike. 
Inftitutiog alſo the Sacrament of Baptiſme, hee 
com- 


ommanded his Diſciples, : Topreec# the Goſpell nts 
all nations, and to baptize ſuch as (hoald beleewe; which 
teaching and belecuing neceſſarily implycth the vſe 
of a ſpeech known in the adminiſtration of Baptiſine. 
Inlike manner he inftitured and adminiſtredithe 
S:crament of his Supper amongſt his Diſciples in a 
ſpeech which they vaderftood, and charged them as 
oft as they ſhould doe the like, to preach his death yn- 
till his comming againe;z wherefore it is plaine, that 
he intended the Sacraments ſhould not bee: dumbe 
thon es and ſpeRacles, butthat they ſhould bee fo ad- 
miniſtred as the people might know and vnderſtand 
the meaning of has: Finally, afrer his aſcen(iun, a- 


mong[t other ſpiritual graces, he induedthe Apoſtles , g 


with the guift of rongues, whereby the ſameday they 
ſpake to the /ewes that were then from all nations al- 
ſembled at 1eru/a/em,che greataRts and mighty works 
of God. 220 Df.GH (G /7] 
For it is expresſly' written, and: thar the people 
m:ruclled that they heard them ſpetke euery one in 
the language ofthe Countrey wherein they had been 
als, Fre </ih _ | | 


| By which miraculous guift, beſtowed firſt vpon 


the Apeſtles,then after vpon many other,and by ſuch 
vie of it in teaching the people of enery nation in 
their owne language,itis manifeſt, that our Sguiour 
Chriſts ordinance is; 'that diuine Seruiceſhould bee 
adminiftrcd ina ſpeach vnderſtoodby all the people. 
This is alſo confirmed in that the Apoſtle Paw/in 
his former Epiſtle tothe Corinrhrans Chap. 14.faith, 
that the ordinances ſet downe by him'in thatplace 
(amongſt which this' was one, that no man'ſhould 
ſpeake in che Church _ Aſſembly of the people 
2 2 
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Math.28, 


I Cor-14- 


verſe 47 +" 


Aa :. 
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a firange language not vnder ſt 00d by them, exceptit 
were interpreted) are the commandements of the 
Lord,that is, of Teſus Chriſt. Thus then it appeareth 
to be the practiſe and ordinance of Chriſt, that di- 
vine Seruice ſhould be adminiſtred ina fpecch which 
the people vnderſtand. 

Now that the Apoſtles taught the ſame is likewiſe 
manifeſt: for firſt, that their practiſe was ſuch, appea. 
reth, 47s 2. Where having recetued the guift of 
rongues they imployed it rightly rothat end for which 
it waS giuen, and ſpake to men of diuers tongues in 
the language of the Country wherein they were 
borne. And this was the generall practiſe ofthe Apo- 
ſtles,as appearcth in the booke of their Ac7s. 

Now the Apoſtle Pas/debatingthis matter at large, 
not onely teacheth manifeſtly that all diuinc Seruice 
ſhould bee performed in the Church in a ſpecch 
which the people vnderſtand, but confirmeth this do- 
Arinc by many reaſons. In which difceuſc it appea- 
ceth that diuine Scruice ought to bee adminiſtred ro 

Godsglory.PFor it being the Lords comandemet that 
it ſhould be ſo performed, as the Apoſtle there calleth 
it,it is forttic ww of God, that with all due obedi- 
enceit be ſo performed : Befides this, the reaſon of 
this commandement doth likewiſe proue it, which is, 
that by ſuch meanes the knowledge of God is eniar- 
ged,the great and marucilous workes of God, as his 
Creation,Prouidence,8 1edemprion of the world by 
his onely begoxen Sonnc;hislawes and his comman- 
dements, the promiſes of the Goſpell preached in the 
Word,& ſct ont in the Sacraments,which are of for- 
giuencſſe of finnrs, of life, and immortality to cucry 
one that beleeucth,and ſuch like;are made knowne to 


men, 
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men, to Gods vnſpeakeable glory, as it was by the 
Apoſtles. By that meanesalſothe people vnderſtand 
the prayers and thankſgining which are made by the 
miniſter,yeeld therin conſent to ſuch ſervices ofGod, 
and together with him, doe God that honor, that 
thereby they waa" wos. all good gifts to come 
[ from him, and therefore that they ought to be defi. 
red of him by prayer,and that he is to be glorified for 
them with all thanks _ herefote that God may 
| be honoured with all this honor, it behooueth and is 
| neceſſary,that he be ſcrucd in the Church in a ſpeech 
that the pcople vnderſtand, 

Furthermore,the edification ofthe people doth re- 
quire the ſame,concerning whichit is the Lords cx- 
preſſe commandement, That in the Church all things 
ſhould bee done to their Edification, 

By edification is meant their furtherance in the 
knewledgeof God,in the vnderſtanding ofthe Scrip- 
ture,in faith,ia obedicnce,in comfort, and all Chrifti- 
an duties. But none of theſe can be furthered in the 
people, ifthe Miniſter vſe a language whichthe peo- 

le doth not vaderſtand. Therefore it is neceſſary 

or the inſtruction and comfort of the people,that the 

Scriptures be read and expounded, the Sacraments 

| ad nigiſtred, the Prayers and thankſgiuing bee made 

; in the Church, in a ſpeech that all the people doth 
yndcrſtand. 

Onthe contrary part, by adminiſtring of diuine 
Seruice in a ſpeech not vnderſtaod by the people, 
both God is diſhonoured,and the people are ſuffered. 
to periſh, 


I Cor. I $+ 26, 


* Fortouching the firſt point, Gods commandements 
ofthe riote vie of his guifi:of rongues, of doing all 
D3 things, 


—— —_—— —— 
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things in the Church to edification,are'broken, God 
is alſo highly diſhonoured, in that the knowledge of 
him is kept from the people, thar his name 1s taken in 
vaine,and Seruice prophancd, and his people ſuffer. 
cdtopcriſh in ignorance and diſobedience, Concer- 
ning the peoples perithing by this meanes it is plaine, 
in thar the blind led by the blind muſt needes pcriſh. 
By this meanes they doe remaine in their finnes, and 
namely, in the ignorance of God : which howſoecuer 
the adherentsof the Church of Rome teach to bee the 
mother of deuotion, the word of God tracheth ro be 
the iuſt cauſe of error,diſobedicnce.and deſtruction. 
Math 22-29, For it is ſaid,that the ſeruant that knoweth net the will 
(ue > Of his Maſter ſhallbe beaten, itis ſaid indeed with few 
14s. © ftripes incompariſon of the many ſtripes wherewith 
they ſhall be beaten which know their Maſterswill and 
ao it not: but by thoſe few ſtripes are meant eucrlaſting 
torments, as the Apoſtle Paw/teacheth ſaying, 4nd to 
1 Thel-I:7> you which are troubled,re/? with vs,when the Lord leſs 
ſhall ſhew himſelfe from heauenwith his mighty Angels, 
in flaming fire,rendering vengeance vito them that ave 
not kxow God, and which obey not the Goſpell of our Leyd 
teſas Ch:ift, which ſhall bee puniſhed with eurrlaſtins 
peraition, from the preſence of the Lord-and from the 
glory of hy power. 
Now as the Church is edified by himthat pro- 
Eor- 1853» phecicth,8& receiucth inſtruction,exliortation, cor» 
fort and direion whereby they may ioyne together 
in Praycs and thankſgiuing : So on the contrary they 
want all theſe meanes when diuine Service is admi- 
niſtred ina ſtrange tongue which they doe not vn- 
derſtand. For the miniſter ſpeaketh not ro them, that 
is,to their vaderſtanding ; znd therefore whatſocuer 
haue 
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heauenly doAtine bee read or delivered in a firange 
rongue, the people is nothing inſtucted by it, but de- 
parecth from the Church as ignorant of God,6&: of all 
godlynes as they came tor, And: as hee that is igno- 
rant is not inſtructed in any thing, ſo he that is dull 
and {loathfull in his duty ro God or man according 
to Gods commandement, is not furthered by exhor- 
ration,nor he that is heauy in heart is not comforted; ,e.q i. 
likewife when the miniſter praycth or giueththanks, 
he can neither pray nor give thanks with him, nor 
anſwer firly to any thing he pronounceth, becauſe he 
ynderſtandeth not what it is that he ſayeth. 
For this cauſe the Apoſtle ſaich, that their wwdery- 
ftanding remaineth fruiteleſſe, and that fiue wordes 
ſpoken to their ynderſtanding,were more worththen 
many thouſands in that ſort. And in reſpeR of the 
Prophet or miniſter hee ſaith, that in ſo doing, hee © 
ſpeaketh (in regatd of any benefic of the people) as '**© 7-2 
it hee ſpake into the ayre and his ſpecch vaniſhed a- 
way with the winde, without profit roany. 
Furthcrmore he ſayeth, thatthe miniſter fo ſpeak-,.,c - 2.,, 
ing is like one that ſhould ſound a trumpet, or ſtrikea 
barpe or anyother Igſtrument without diſtintion of 
ſounds : whereby he intendcerh,that as the people noe | 
vaderſtanding could receiue by it no direRion in | _ 
battel!,ro march or retyre,or in other ations what to | 
doe, or whereunto to prepare and diſpoſe themſelues: 
Soin the ſervice of God, they know not what they 
are directed ynto, whether to pray to God,or to giue 
him thankes, or to what other part of the Seruice of 
God they aretoapply them: Jues. 
Moreouer, the Apoftle affirmeth that where this vis 1 1+:0,- 


diſorder hath place,they arc as Barber7ans one to _ 
ther, 
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ther, they are as little children in vaderſtangiog, yen, 
they will ſceme ro bee out of thir wits, and deſtitute 
of conmon ſcoceand reaſon. 

Finally, the Apoſtle addeth, that to ſpeake tothe 
people in a anguage they doe not vaderſtand, is a 
roken and ſigne of Gods wrath and anger to them, 
Which may be eaſily vaderſtood by ſome like thing 
in our life with men. For if a ſcruantor a ſonne that 
hath offended his Lord and Father, or a ſubie& that 
hath tranſgreſſcd the lawes of his Prince,ſhould pre- 
ſeat himſelfe ro him to crauec pardon of his offence, 
andto pray to vnderſtand his pleaſure, that hee may 
performe it in timeto come; it that Lord,that Father, 
or that King ſhall not graciouſly comfort his ſup- 
plyant,butſpeake to him in a rongue that hee vnder- 
ſtandeth net, and ſo diſmiſſe bim, is not that a mani- 
felt ſigne of hisanger and indignation? Even ſo when 

ny — of Chriſtian people ſhall gather them- 

elucs rogether,to preſent thEſclues ro God, to craue 
of him grace & pardon for their fins,to offer their pe- 
titions and ſeruice to him, ic mult needes bee an hea- 
uy and vacomfortable token vnto them of Gods 
high diſpleaſure toward them, whgn hee vouchſaferh 
not to ſpeake any gracious words vnto them that they 
can vaderſtand, but iſpeaketh to them in a ſtrange lan- 
ouage. Heereby therefore it appearcth, that to have 
diuinc Scruice adminiſtred in a tongue not vnder- 
ſtood by the people, is contrary to the doctrine of 
our Sauiour Chriſt and his Apoſtles;yeca,and thar it is 
childiſh, barbarous, and contrary to comon ſence and 
xcaſon, vnprofitable for the people, yeaa hinderance , 
to them, and a meancs tv keepe them in ignorance, 
andall vngodlyncſſc,and a figne of Gods indignation 
againſt 
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againſt them, anda high diſhonor to almighty God 
by the tranſgeſſion of his commandements, and ta» 
king lis name in vaine. Contrariwiſe heereby it ap- 
peareth,thatro adminiſter divine Scruice in a tongue 
vacerftood by the people, is profitable for them, and 
fit ro further them in the knowledge, faith, and obe- 
dicnce of God, andas honorable to: God by makin 
knowne his goodneſle, mercy, Iuſtice, canton 
perfection in all reſpects vnto his Church and peo- 
plc. This is confirmed alfo ar large by the Apoſtle 
Paul, in his former Epiſtle to the Corinthians Chap. 
x 4:4 it hath beene declared, Hereunro may bee 2d- 
ded that it appeareth by the 3 3,and 36.vyerſes,that the 
Apoltle ordayned thus 1n all other Churches thar 
vere taught by him, and that the Church ot Corinth, 
in that diſorder, differed both fromthe Church of /e- 
ruſalems and from all other Churches that 2t thattime 
had recciuedthe Goſpell. | 

Further alſo it appeareth,that in all ages before,the 
true Church ſcrued God with knowledge and vn- 
derſtanding of that was taught them, and yeelded to 
God thcir Service in ſuch fort as they knew what du- 
ty it was, which they performed vnto him. For firſt 
almighty God himlelte deliuered the two tables of 
the tenne commandements, in that ſpeach which the 
people vnderſtood. 

After alſo by his commndement often times re- 


peated, both Moy/es, and the Pricits, are charged to Fxo.19,9. 
reach the people to heareang know, learne and ob- Eo: 29.15 
{erue,the law of God. Particularly the law comman- - ANY I 
ded that the King ſhould write the coppy of the law 35-29-30» 


in a booke,coppied out of that booke which was kept 


by the leuitical Pricſts, wherein he is charged toreade my 1,243% 
E ; 


all 
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chap. 17.18, all the dayes of his life,that he may learne to fcare the 
_- Lord his God, and to obſcrue and doe all his com- 
eut 12.1, - 

27.1.&, mandcments. In many places cf the bookes of Afoy- 

29.i-Kc fes, and «ſpecially in the bot ke of Dews. itis ſayd, 
that M-1/:s taught all the people the commande- 
ments and ſtatutes whichthe Lord had deliuered yn- 

Joſ.1.10,11, to him. Joſuah in like manner dealt with all the pco- 

ons ple, inſtrutingand exhorting them to the obſeruati- 
on of the ſtatutes which God had dcliucrcd vnto 
them, 

| Chron, 1, 10 the like manner did Dasid,and all the Prophets, 

217,35, 6, dcliucring Pſalmes and other bookes of Scriptures in 

37+ the Helrew tongue for the publique vic of the Church 
of 1ſraell, which they had indired in the Hebrew 
tonyucthe common ſpecch of all the people, 

1 Chron. 25, Likewiſe Solomon, Dawias {.n, arthe dedication of 


$i, 7.5% heariag of all tre people, in their owne Hebrew 

tongue which they bcſt vadcrſtood, 

2 Kings > Ando: Ii it Is allo particularly recorded, that 

3.&. heereadinthe hearing of all the people from the 
greatcſt to the leaſt ot them, all the words of Gods 
Coiucnant which had b:cone found in the houſe of 
tl1c Lad, 

Fzra* :1 & Aticrthe coptinity alſo wee reade, that Ezraat a 

942-0 19. publ:que (eaſt once or twice made his carnet ſup- 
plication vato God for all the pzople, they hearirg 
and {> vnd. rRtanding him, that men, women, and 
childien,wept and lament« d exccedinely, 

And in the booke of Nehemiah it is written, Ezra 

did re:de the booke of the Jaw of God ftiom mor- 
ning to mid-day before all the people, men, women, 

and 
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and all, that for vndciſtanding were fir to heare, and 
that all the p-ople was attentiue to the booke ofthe 
law,and when Ezra bleflcd, all the people ſaid Amen 


their heads,they worſhipped God with their faces ro- 
wards the ground, 

Inthetime of our Sauiour Chriſt, the Apoſtle 
lames(ayth, Moyſes was read and preached enery Sab- 
bath im ihe Synagooues, of which cuſtoine wee reade 
ancxample in the 13 of the A#s,where it is {1d, that 
«fter the reading of the law and the. Prophets, Paul and 
Barnabas were willed to exhor t the people. 

Of the example of our Saviour < hriſt, it is ex- 


prefly written.as hath becne touched before,that hee Luke 4.16, 


entred int» the Synagogue of Nazareth vpon the 
ſabbath day as his manner was, and ther: Landing vp 
to reade, when the booke of the ProfP#e f Efay had 
beene deliue:cd to him, hee « pened it and read that 
which is written inthe begining of the 61 Chap. 
of . ht Prophecy. And further thar having dehuered 
2paine the booke, hec fare downe, and th« eyes of all 
that were in the Synogogue were bent vpon him, 
To whom h-uing ſayd, that that Scripture was fulfil- 
ed that day in th: ir hearinggthey all bac hin witneſſe 
that ir was (o, and maruclled ar the ſpeeches full of 
race that proceeded out of his mouth. 

The like praiſe of the Apoſtles in their Litnreie 
and pn'>l:que miniſtry inthe Chorch at 1cruſalem ap- 
pearcth n the booke of the As, and namely, in 
theſe places Ads 2, 4,7,8,14, 22, 37,38, 40,41,42, 
46,47. Throvghout the ſame booke,and likewile in 
all Epifles of the Apoſtles itis playne, that this was 
their praiſe amongſt the diſperſed Jewes and the 

E 2 Churches 


2 4,” 39,103 


Amen with lifting vp their hands, and bowing downe ««. 
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Churches of the Gemtzles,as of the Komares,Corinths- 
ans, and the reſt ; yea that they did ſo ordainein al 
Churches in thcir tirge, 1 Cor.14.33,36,37- 

For the time ſucceeding, it appeareth by the Apo- 
logcticall writings of 1uf/:z Martyr, Tertullian, and 
others, thatthc Liturgics in their time, were ſuch as 
the people vnderſtood. The like appearethin Jerome, 
who was ſo d:ſirous to further the knowledge of 
Religion in the common fort, as hce tranſlated the 
Scriptures, into rhe Dalmaticall, & Sclaronian tongue, 
foi the vſc of his Country men. 

Origens Hexapla and Octopla bookes, ſetting out 
the Scripture in ſo many diucrs tranſlations, witneſſe 
the like care and delire in him. And of others, Augre 

ftine writeth,that the Latiac tranſl tions were not to 
be num red. The Liturgies that go vnder the name 
of Baſil,a, rr yſoſtome,d:cl re alſo, that inthe time 
whercinthcy were written, when foeutr it was [tor 
they cannot be of thcirtime, but letecr) the Church 
vndeiſtood the Scripture, Prayer, Thankeſgiuing,and 
other parts of diuinc Scruice that was adminiltred a- 
mong\t th!m. And in the Eaſt Church it contioucd 
ſoa long rime,as appearcth by many exhortations of 
Chry/e/tome,and other of the Greeke Teachers, to the 
reading of the Scriptures, and by ſome parts of the 
Lirurgic,» hereof mention is made in their writings, 
Sodidit|:k:rwiſc long continue 19 the Welt Churcl:, 
cuen tillalmoſt all rhings were corrupted, andrhar 
darken flc had ouercaſt thr face of the heavens, and 
taken the light theres f from rheſe parts of the corth ; 
n2mcly,in the Charch of Rozye : which howſocucr it 
hath prewailcd and continued a Tongrime in diuers 
parts,and eſpecially in theſe of the Well ; yet - this 
lel» 
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bleſſed age of reformation, it hath pleaſed God to 
driucaway that darkenefle, and to cauſe the light of 
his countenance ſa comfortably ro ſhine vnto vs a- 
gaine, as that now in our owne tongue Gods holy 

word is read ard expounded vnto vs,the Sacraments 

2dminiſtred, Prayers, and thankſgiuinges are offe- 

red vpynto God, and the whole Service of Ged 

in Exeland is performed in a ſpeech which all onr 

Engliſh people vnderſtand. In which reſpeR it hath 

bene proued, that our Religion in Emg/and, is that 

which was taught by our Sauiour Chriſt and his ho- 

ly Apoſtles. And thus much may ſufhſe alſo for 

this poynt, being the ſecond generall here conſide- 

red in all Diuine Seruice. 


Caae, IIIL, 
Of the reading and expounding to the people the word 
of God,and not the Legenas and fables of men. 


'ow it followeth to proceed to declare the 
AP in the ſundry parts of Gods Scruice. The 
chiefe parts of diuine Seruice (asthe Apo- 

ſtles reach, ſpeaking of their miniſtry to whom firſt 
the diſpenſation cf Chriſtian Religion, and of the 
myſteries of God, and the whole adminiſtration of 
Gods Seruice then was commitred) confifteth inthe 
Word of God, whereunto belong the Sacraments as 
viſible words, ſetting out the ſamedodtrine of the 
Goſpcl,; and in Prayer whereunto allo thankſgiu- 
ing isto bereferred. For thus are performed what. 
ſoeuer the Miniſtcrs are to declare vato the Church 
in Gods behalſe, and what «»duty and (cruice the 
*Church offer«th vato Gd on their part. VV herefore 
all Diuinc Scruice conſiſting in theſe two principall 
E 3 partes; 
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partes; and the former hereof bing the admini- 
{tration of the word, and that ficſt in the reading and 
 expuunding of the Scriptures : the next thing to bee 
ſhewed is, that our Religion and ſcruice of Godin 
England, in that concerneth the reading and expoun- 
ding the word of Ged and no Legends or fables, is 
ſuch as was taught by Ic{us Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
For clcaring whereof, it is fi: ſt to be vaderſtood, 
that in Exg/arnd it is appointed that the holy Scrip. 
tures, the writings of Moyſes, the Prophets, and A. 
poſtles,be read vnto the peoplc,undnort any Legends 
of Saints (as they are called) or other like vncertaine 
or fabulous writings, as haue beene vied and com. 
manded to bee read in the churches ſubic to the 
Sea of Rome, Now ths to ſerue God, that our Sa- 
uiour Chriſt, and his Apoltles, haveraught, may ap- 
peare by their doftrine and pratiſe, 
Luker6. 29, Our Sauiour Chriſt ſaith by 4braham,They haue 
31s Moyſes and the Prophets, heare they them. And 
againe, If they heare not Moy/es and the Prophets, 
thy would not bee perſwaded , no althovgh one 
ſhould riſe from the dead. Againe, hee ſayth, Search 
dg 9. Je the Scriptures, & Te are deceinedberauſe ye know not 
Math.12.3.7. the Scriptures, And how often doth he ſay, Haue ye 
& 21.1654 wor heard, how reade you ? and with many like ſpeeches 
| refcriing them ro the Dotrine of the Scriptures, 
declareth the ordinance of God, the duty of the 
p:ople, and the practiſe of rhe Church at char rime, 
to haue becne ſuch,as that in the publique aſſemblies 
that which was read and taught the people was the 
word of God, ind not any f.blcs of the Icwes. 
Luke 416-31 Further alſothe practiſe of our Sauiour wasagree-' 
able thereunto, for it is noted to haue beene his man- 
ner 
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ner and cuſtome, vpon the Sabbarhdayes, wherein 
Moſes was read and expounded vato the Church, 
toenterinto the Synagogues and to teachthe peo- 
ple. 

Now this cuſtgme ofhis in.one place, is ſo parti. 
cularly rr ported,as that itis ſaid that hee came to Ns- 
zareth where hee had becne brovght vp, and entered 
accurding as he had beene wont iato the Synagogue 
vpon the Sabbath day, and ſtood vp to reade; then 
there was deliucred vnto him the booke of Efey the 
Prophet, which he hauing vnfolded & opened, found 
the place where it was written, T he Spirit of God,cHe, 
Which textafter hce had rcad, hee expounded vnte 
thcm,and out of it preached the Goſpell of the king. 
dome of God vnto them, 

And it is furcher added, that the people heard him 
and the cyes of all that were inthe Synagogue were 
faſtn«d vpon him : By which place it is manifeſt that 


our Sauiour Cliriſt by this example and cuſtome of —— 


his, did reade and expound the word of God, the 
writings of the holy Sc:iprtures giuen by diuine in- 
ſpiration, whichate the bookes that ought to be read 
and expounded ard pre:ched vpon in ell Chriſtian 
C hurches,and nor vaine diſcourſes ſuch as the Apo- 
ſtle calleth old wiues talcs, 

Thisalſo was the doctrine and vic of the Apoſtles: 
For being followers of Chriſt,all their Dorine was 
out of the Scriptures, 55 it appearcth by that is ſayd 
Adts 2.42, Thatthc Cizurch continued in the Do- 
Arine of the Apoltics, 

And in the lame Chap. the Apoſtle Perer,is ſhews- 


* edto haue targht the DQrine of the reſurrection 


of Chriſt, out of the P/a/mes: Likewilethe ſame A- 
poltle 


2 Pet.1.19, 


Ephe,2.20, 


Rom,15.4+ 


2,Tim,3.1G, 
17. 


At 151, 


AR,25,*2, 
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poſtle writing to the diſperſed Z-wes, doth com - 
mend them foratrending ro the words of the Pro- 
phets.. Likewiſe by the Apoſtle Pax, it is written, 
that the Charch « builded upon the foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, teſus Chriſt being the low corner. 
fone; which is ſpoken, in reſpeR ot their Doctrine 
preached by them, in their time, and after for the 
ſubſtance of it ſerdowne in writing by the will of 
God, for the vie of the Church for eucr. 

This appeareth «lfo,in that the Scripture giuen by 
the inſpiration of God, is fayd, to bee that which is 
written, to teach vs, tocomfort, to reforme, to rebuke, 
and to infliratt in all righteonſueſſe, to make a mgn wiſe 
to Saluation by faith in Chriſt, andto make the man of 
God perfett,fully furniſhed for any good worke. There- 
fore accordingto the auncient ordinance of God, 
AXoyfes (that is,the Law and bookes written by Aoy- 

ſes) were vſcd to beererd (as the Apoſtle Zemes te- 
ſtifeth) cuery Sabbath day in the Synagogues. The 
writings of the Prophets alſo were ſo read amongſt 
them, as it appearcth by that is written As x 3. that 
aftcr the reading of the Law, and of the Prophets, 
the Apoſtle Paul preached in the Synagogue at -4#- 
troche, And of the ſame Apoſtle it is ſayd, that he 
confirmed Ieſus to bee Chriſt ; that is,the Meſſzas 
promiſed of God, by proofes taken out of the Scrip- 
tures, and 15 hee rcſtificth of him ſelfe, hee taught 
nothing beſides that, which had bin taught before 
in the Law, and in the Prophets. 

Thus by allthcſe evidences it is manifcſt, that our 
Religion in England, concerning this part of the 
Seruice of God, is the ſame which was taughtby our | 


Saujour Carift, and by his Apoſtles, vzs. in mn 
; the 


the holy Scriptures arc. + publiquely read vnto 
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the people, and alſothe people is raughr Chriſtian 
Religion by the expounding and preaching of the 
ſamevanto them; and that no fooliſh fables, nor-old 
wines tales, areread yntothem, as they are read 


-vnto the people vnder the Popes gouernement, 


which ought not to bee. | 

Ofthis ſort are the Legends of Saints, and name- 
ly Legends area, that is, the golden Legend, con- 
raining a repoit of the Lives and miracles of Saints. 
But howſocuer they haue named it a golden booke, 
yet ſome of their owne writers of beſt iudgemenr, 
(as Luudourers Vines) cenlure it for a booke wruten by 
a man of a leaden heart, (which is for the baſenefle 
of the reports, that are without wit or reaſon) and 
of a braſen forchead, whicin1is for the (ſhamclefle and 
impudent boldneſſe, reporting things ſo fab ilous 
and incredible z It necderh not to proue this by ſun- 
dry particulars, 

This is playne, by ſtange deuiſes and reports, 


concerning perſons that neuer were, for any thing 


rhae appeareth by any ſtoty of credir,es of F.Geo-ge, 
Se. Chriſtopher F, Catherine and ſuch like fitions, 
deuices for inſtructions of life, as Eſops Fables were 
for morals. Ir is likewiſe maniteſt inmany other of 
ſuch as haus* beene, and are mentioned by Hiſtori- 
ographers, burthe reports there made of chem, are 
ſo incredible. fo fabulous, ſo hom:1ly, and fo ridicu- 
lous,as they are nor tollerable to bre read in any 
moſt baſe company, much leſſe in the Eclefiaſticall 
aſſemblies, of a pcople profeſſing to come together 
to learne to know the will of God, andto offer ynto 
him their ſeruice and prayers. 

F Now 
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Now that ſuch things ought not to bee read in the 
Church, is manifeſt, becauſc the Lord forbiddeth ro 
adde to his wo:d, and hee hath given no comman- 
demcnt of hearing any but his owne Sonne, of 
whom it is ſaid, Heare yee hims, The Scriptures of 
Divine inſpiration, are the oncly light that God hath 
giucn vs to bee directed by, in things concerning his 
Seruice; For of them oncly it is ſayd, That they are 
4 Lanterne #10 our feet and a light unto our ſteps, That 
they are written for ory learning, Rom.15.4. That by 
patience and conſolation of the Seripture, wee might 
hanue hope. Likewiſe, wee zre taught, That the Serip- 
tures are able to make 4 man wiſe ro ſaluation by faith 
which # in Chrift Ieſws ; and finally, that they arc of 
vic, for dodtrine, reproofe, reformation, and inſlrudtion 
in righteouſneſſe, that the man of God may bee made per- 
fe, and fully accompliſhed for euery good worke and 
dnty. Buton the contrary part, there is expreſſe 
Charge giuen, not to attend to fab'es, which are alſo 
called prophaac fables, z-weſh fables, and old wives 
tales, whereof the Apoſtle giueth ſo much greater 
charge becauſe hee did foreſee and propheſie, that 
ſuch times would come in the Church, that mcn 
would turne away thcir cares from hearing ſound 
DoRtine, ard would turne them to the hearing of 
tales 2nd fables. And as this part of the myſtery of 
iniq"itics was then foreſh2wed, ſo after it mightily 
prevailed, and yet doth in the Church of Rem, bur 
not of many ages after the Apoſtles time. For 1»//:x 
Martyr reporting to the Emperour Azt#ninmw,the 
order of divine Seruice vſcd by the Churches of 
Chriſt in his time, ſayth, that they read the writings 
of the Prephets and Apoftles, and after had cxhor- 
tations 
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cations made vnto them, grounded vpon the fame. 
Likewiſe Teri#llzan declarcth after hisreport of the 
Prayers of the Church, that chey met togerher alſo 
to heare the reading of the Scriptures, for laith h: e, 
with ſech holy veyces (meaning the Scriptures) wee 
feede our faith, raiſe our hope, faſien our confidence, and 
ſirengthen goodorader by often mention of the precepts, 
and iurthcrfaith, that thry had alſo exhortation and re- 
praof?5,and exerciſe of dinine Cenſures. 

Aftcr when by procefle of time ſuch corruptis ente- 
red,as that other writings brf1des rhe holy Scripturcs 
beganto bee read in the Church, a Councel] held at 
Carthage forthe reforming of fuch diforder,ordained 


tn the Churches vnder the name of the holy bookes.Not- 
withſtanding the myſtcry of iniquity fo prevailed 
with time,that in the Churchcs ſubie& to the Sea of 
Rome, wnder pretence of the lives and miracles of 
Saints, moſt foitiſh and fooliſh fablcs and tales were 
publiquely read in the Church vato the people, 
wherein itcannot bee vttered, what wrong was 
done to God, and to his Church.. what bath chaffe 
18 dee with wheate? ſaith the Prophet Jeremy, Cha 
23. verſe 28. For the Lord hath ordayned, that 
his people (hould bee fedd with his holy. word as 
with the fincſt wheate, yea, as with 44anz4,the bread 
of heauen, and they withholding it from the people 
of God, and keeping it ſhue vp vnder aſtrange lan- 
ouage, feede the people with ſuch fables and follies 
as with chaffe,yea,as with draffe more fit for ſwine. 
The word of - God is allo a fountaine of living 
water, at whichthe people of God may be refreſhed 


£46,  ago/oget, 


.of 
wh Ca, 
That nothing beſides the hoty Seriptares ſhould bee read 47+ 


P- Ter,23 +23. 


with comfort, but-they filled yp: thoſe Springes of 
F 2 OO ._ © life 
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life, and ſ:nt them co drinke at pits of their owne” 
diggings which could hold no water, and as it were 
to the filthy channcls of the ſtreets, ro ferch their 
drinke there. Should net a people aske counſel of their 
| Goa? ſhould they got for connſeil from the lautug to the 
cad, 

Conſult they with the Law and the tefttmony ({ayth 
=(ay,4.12,29 the Prophet E/ay) they which adniſe otherwiſg, © 
there any ſparke of light in any of them > Now to con- 

ſult with the Scripture which is giuen by Gods in- 
ſpirarion, isro conſult with God, neither is there: 

now any orher- ordinary. meanes to confule with 

God but by his holy word. Therefore all other 

meancs toconſult are forbidden and reputed.as if a 

man that vſed them did aske counſcli{as Sau/preten- 

ded) of the dead. 

came vnto you, layth our Saviour, rm my Fathers 

name, and you did wot recerue mee, but if one come to 

ſ#h.5.43, you in his owne name, you will recetue him: And 
thus itis with thoſe that recciue not the holy Sctip- 

tures,  thatarethe word of Chriſt, except ir bec in 

an vaknowne tongue; but reade fables and tales to 
the pcopke,in a [pecch which they all vaderſtand, Ir. 

is a maruaile that the Sea of Rewe is not alhamed- 

\ of this enormity yntochis day, butthar in ſtead of 
Gods holy word, that conuetterh and comforteth: 

the ſoulc, they rcade tothe people ſuch ridiculous 

follies as pervert and deſtroy the foule : But howſ0- 

cucr they doe thus highly diſhonour God herein; it 

is manifeſt, by that which hath bin ſaid, that our 
Religion in Exgland, in this pdynt alſo of reading 

Gods word, and not ridiculous tales to the Church 

of God, is the {zme which wastaught by our Saviour 

Cluit end his Apoſtles. : Cnar, 


Ter,2,13 


=—— 
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Cuae, V. 
Of Preaching. 


N England as wee haue the word of God 

publiquely read inthe Church, and not as 

ny tales and follies; fo hath ir beene al- 
wayes the endeauour of our Circh, that the ſame 
word of God might bee alſo expounded vnto the 
people, that ſo they might bee tavghrt to know the 
Article of true Chriſtian Religion, with the grounds 
thereof dceliuered in the holy Scriptures, and haue 
itapplicd to their inſtrution in godlineſſe, to the 
reproofe of the diſobedient, tothe comfort of the 
comforileſſe, and to cnery good vic for which God 
hath ordained it. To this end, atthe ordination of 
Miniſters, they are carneſtly exhortcd-to the perfor- 
mance of this duty, and there are many bountifull 
allowances in diucrs parts of the Realme aſſigned 
for Preachers to attend vpon that Seruice. 

In pertormance whereof there are alſo required 
twothings. The one is thar the DoArine be ſound, Tir.:.s. 
that is, holy, and grounded vpon the Scriptures 2.7.54: 
The other, that this duty bee performed with all 
faithfulnefle and diligence. Now in all theſe points 
alſo, 'our Relivion is the ſame which was taught by 
our Sauiour Chiiſt and by his Apoſtles; For onr 
Saviour leauing! kis commiſhon with his Apoſtles 14at,28.19. 
fot publiſhing of his Goſpell, ſaid, Teach yee all nats- 20. 
enr,and Teach 1 hem rawiiſeruc whatſoencr 1 have ginen 
you in charoe. ba" 


Likewiſc before that time; he had aig vato them, 
F3 Who 
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who is a faithfull and prudent ſteward, whom the 
Lord hall ſet ouer his houshold that hee may gine 


Lnke, 12,42; {Dem their portion in due ſeaſon : BY: ed ſhall rhas 
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ſeruant bee whom the Lord at bis comming ſhall finde 
/0 doing, Itell you truely hee will (et him over all tis 
g00ds, | 

This appeareth alſo inthe earneſt charge thrice 
given and repeated at one timeto Peter, that as hee 


toh.21,15, 1oucd the Lord, beeaſbould feede bw ſheepe. Likewiſe 


the Apoſtle P.ul chargeth Tits to preach the 
wholeſome word that cannot bee condemned, and 
to ſee that there bee integtity and incorruptien in 
his Doctrine. 

And writing to Timothy he exhorteth him with a 


2 Tin.4.1;2. moſt earneſt conteſtation before God, and the Lord 


leſus Chriſt, thatis to iudge both tÞe quicke and the 
dead at his illuſtrous comming,and in his kingdome, 
that hee preach the word, bce inſtant ſcalonably 
and ynſcaſonably,and ſo forth. So the Apoſtle Petey 
witha like conteſtation exhorteth the Elders of the 


1Pet.s,r.2. diſperſed /ewes to feede the floacke of God that was 


$+ 


with them, willingly and with a ready and cheerefull 
minde, and promifing them ſo doing to receiue at 
the appearing of the Arch-Paſtor a Garland that 
ſhall not wither, or of Flower-gentle whoſe beauty 
and colour doth not fade nor wither away. Thus it 
is proucd that our S:wiour Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
hauetauzht,that ihe word of God ſhould bee preas 
ched to the people, and that the Dotrine deliucred 
outof it, ſho.ild vec ſound, holy, and warranted by 
the Scripcure, and chat the ſana ought to bee prea- 
ched with al. fairhfull care, and diligence. There- 
forc wiaat godly care and cndeauor is amongſt vs 

| in 
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in theſe reſp:Qs,is according to the DoArine taughr 
by Chriſt himſelfe and his Apoſtles. 

And of ſuch care, many IniunRions, Conſtituti- 
ons, Canons,Srarutes,and ARts of Parlament, made 
both for the aduancement of preaching of Gods 
word, 3nd alſo for the faithfull diligence of the Mi- 
niſters therein, doe plenrifully reſtifie. But cſpecial- 
ly thoſe are moſt worthy honor, which prouide for 
the finceriry and foundnefſe of the DoQtrine of faith, 
and of the Sacraments ,ſet downe inthe booke of 
Articles, agreed vpon in the Conuocation, - in the 
yeere of our Lord 15632. and inthe 13 yeereof the 
reigne of our lare gracious Queene, ordained to bee 
acknowledged ſound and holy, as it is by ſuch as 
fhill rake ordinary carc and cbarge of ſoules within 
the Church of — wr All which Articles haue 
beene often Tuſtifird by many learned Treatiſes 
ioynrtly and ſcucrally concerning them. For which 
cauſe it ſeemeth not needfull vpon occaſton to enter 
into the debating and proving of them (which 
would aske a long time) eſpecially of the errors of 
the Sea of Rome which are very many,S& were with- 
allto bee confuted. 

Bur if particular queſtions be moued of any one of 
them, no neceſſary dory (ball bee wanting, ro proue 
the truth and foundneſſe of that may bee doubted 
of, ard to diſproue any error that may bee main- 
tained againſt it. For this time,8& the poynt that is in 
hond,it may ſiffice heere to haue mentioned the care 
of our Church in England, that the word of Ged 
bee not onely read, butalſo exponnded vnto the peo« 
ple, and that by warrant of the ſame, they may bee 
caught the truch of Chriſtian Religion, and a 
wi 
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A Iaftification ofthe Religion 
with all faithfullnefle and diligence, and that hereia 
our Religion is the ſame which Chriſt and his Apo« 
poſtles taughr and dceliuered vnto vs, 

Onthe contrary part, exceeding great is the cor- 

ruption of the Church of Rome in this b:halfe, 
Firſt, in that there haue beene of many ages ſo ma- 
ny .crrours a3 haue beene diſcoucred in their Do- 
Arine,8: yetthey haue confirmed the ſame by their 
laſt Councell holden at Trent, and doc ſtill main- 
taine the ſame, both by their continuall writings, 
and alſo at ſuch times as they pretend to preach the 
Goſpcll of Chriſt vato the- people; Further alſo, 
how violently ſocucr they contend that all their 
Doarineis true, yet haue they lirtle care to inſtrut 
the people in it. This appeareth, in that itis a Do- 
Qrine which they teach and hold, that ignorance is 
the mother of deuotion. Likewiſc, inthatthey nci- 
ther reade the word of God publiquely to the peo- 
plc in a knowne Language, nor ſuffer them p1iuately 
ſo toreade it. This appearcth al(0d by that their pa- 
riſh Prieſts are generally ſo ignorant, as hardly one 
Preacher can bee founa amongſt them in a great 
Country. Finally their diſpenſations for nonreſ1den» 
cy, and for multiplying of benefices, and for atten- 
dance ypon other perſons, and martcrs, ar: ſo ordi-+ 
nary, that it manifeſtly declareth, as experience alſo 
hath taughr, & yet doth in moſt places, that it is one 
of the ſeaſ cares that they haue by Preaching to in« 
ſtru@ the people. 

Whereby ir is plaine,thar heerein they are depar- 
ted from the doErine & practiſe, inſtitution & ordi- 
nance of Chriſt & his Apoſtles, For of their continu-  , 
all attcad ancc vpon this duty, their carncſt charges 
ro 
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to all Miniſters of che Goſpell, there are 'maniſeft a8.:o.18, 

teſtimonies in the Scriptures, from whoſe cxamples !52'9-21.26, 
and commandements they {waruing fo farre, de- 31.32. 
clare thar they litcle remember or regard the ear. >? 5.2.3, 


neſt obceſtationef*the Apoſtle made before God 2 Tim.g.1. 2. 


and elie Lord Iefus-Chrift, and with mention of! 
his glorieus Kingdome with comming to iudge the 

quick and the dead. They title regard the great 

charge ginen byour Saujour Chtiſt to the Apoltle 

Peter that as he Joued him he ſhould feed his ſheepe, 

Finally they ſmally regard either the promiſe of 
the Garland that neuer withereeh, or the 'threat- 

ning of the puniſhmentrof the vofaithful ſcruantzthar 
i370 bee cut intwo, and to receive his portion wick 

Hypocrits and Infidels. Thus as theſe enormuties are 

iuſtly reprooued, ſo our contrary proccedings in 

EnZland arc iuftified in the care that is held; char the 

doctrine preached ſhould bee holy-andtrue, and 

that the preachers ſhould faithfully and diligently 

inſtru the people inthe ſane, And chus much of 
the word of God both read and preached in our 

Churches in England. 


— 


Cray. VI. - 


Of Sacraments, © 


and of prayer.Concerning the Sacraments, 
our Churchin 5#2/end doth profeſle, that 
» they arc innature holy fignes and ſeals of the doQt- 
rinc of the Goſpell, and * the rightcouſacſle that is 


AE T followeth to confider of the Sacraments 


by 


Math 28.19, 
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by faiththereof. In number alſo wee profefle that 
there aretwo : v7. Baptiſme andthe Lords Sup- 
per. And that our Religion herein is that which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, is thus proued, That 
Teſus Chriſt ordayned theſe two Sacraments, is moſt 
manifeſt in the Goſpecll, wherein iv»declared, both 
that Chriſt ordained theſe two, aud in what manner 
hec appoynted them to bee adminiſtred, We reade 
ailo in the, Goſpell, and in other bookes of the new 
Teſtament, that the Apoſtles accordingly did admi- 
niſter them both. 

But of any other Sacrament wee reade nor, that 
cither our Sauiour Chriſt miniſtred and ordained 
any, nor that the Apoſtles did adminiſter any other. 
As for thoſe fiue which the Sea of Reme addeth to 
the number of the Sacraments, ſome of them wee 
acknowledge to bee holy ordinances, and ſtares of 
life, atlowed in the Scripture, but have not like na. 
ture with Baptiſme and the Lords Sypper ,- and 
ſome haue becne brought into the Church vpon a 
corrupt following of examples not intended for Sa- 
craments, | | 

But becauſe this queſtion is at large debated in an- 
ſwer to another queſtion concerning this matter, it 
may ſuffice to hauc ſaid thus mucii in pgener.ll rouch- 
ing the Sacraments. 

Concerning th* Sacraments as farre as we differ 
from the Sea of Reme and haue reformed the abuſes 
thereof in the adminiſtration of rhem, wee admiai- 
fterrhem in the Enz/iſh fp*ech, with diclaraion of 
che chiefe doftrines ſigned by them, ' whirein our 
Religion and praftiſe is according to the word of 
God. For it hath beenc Gbds good plcafure _—_ 

| that 


- 


be 
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that the Sacraments ſhould nor be as dumbe ſhewes 
and ſpeRacles, bur ſo adminiſtred asthe people 
might bce taught to vaderſtand what were the Dos» 
Qtrines that were ſigned and confirmed by them. 
This was alſothe Doctrine of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
as appcarcth by this thargiuing charge to his Apo- 
files heereof, he ſich, Teach all Nations, baptiſing Vath.28.19, 
them, declaring thereby that the meaning and Do- 
Qrine for confirmation whereof hee ordained Baps 
tiſme, ſhould bee declared. And of the Sacrament 
of his Supper, ſaith, 4s 9f7 as yee doe thu, fhew forth 1 Coc,11.26. 
the Lords death till he come. And againe, Doe yee 
this in remembrance of me, Now Chriſt taught the 
Dodrine of that ordinance which hee there 1nſtiru- 
ted and deliuered. Such was alfo the Dottrine of the 
Apoſtles in all places of the New Teſtament, that 
make mention of their DoOrine and adminiſtration 


of the-Sacraments of Baptiſme, and of the Loxds _——_— 
Supper. AR,:0.7« 
Cuare,VIL 
Ofs Baptiſme. 


Articularly concerning Baptiſme, wee 
adminiſter ir without adding thereun- 
ro exorciſme, -or adiuring the diuell to 
SA 20e out of the child, Becauſe it is not 
written that our Swjour Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
vſedany ſuch ceremony,or appointed any ſuchto 
vſcd inthe adtainiſtration of it. Further alſo becan 
it is a ſuperſtitious ceremony in ſundry reſpeftgand 
grounded vpona falſc ſuppoſition, that the infants 


that are to bce baprized are poſſeſſed with the dinelf. 
| G2 For 


Math,n ). I4. 
3 Cor,-,14. 
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by the Church of Exg/end, is,after due preparation 
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For our Saviour faith that Therrs # the kingdome of 
heanen, And the Apoſtle Par! ſaith that The chilaren 
of Chrifian Parents are hely : yea though bur one of 
their Parents be a Chriſtian and faithfull, 

And wce adminiſter Baptizme without exorcil- 

me or adivratin; ſo doc wee likewiſe withour falr, 
ſpittle,creawe, honny, oyle, Chriſine, Candlc light 
&c. Which Certemonics wee doe not vic-io the ad- 
miniſtration of Baptizme.1.Becauſe there is neither 
commandement nor example of.the vſe of avy of 
them given in the Scriptures by our:Sautur Chriſt | 
and his Apoſtles. 2. Becauſe: wee bauc ſufficient 
commandcment in the Scriptures for the admini- 
Nration of it,that'is, without any of theſe. 3. Becauſe 
wee haue many examples inthe Scripture of: fach 
as were-lawfully and duly baptized without the vſc 
of any of theſe; 4. Thefe. are the deuices of men, 
added tothe ordinances of. Chit, and to the wor. 
ſhip of GoJ,zccording to which inucntions it is not 
I+wfull to ſerve God. Thus it appearcth that our 
Religion in this part alſo is according tothe DvArine 
and practice of our Saujour: Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles. 


Cuaar. VIII. 
Of the Lords Supper, 


y->T foloweh now to ſpeak: of the Lords 
&- Supper, which is thc, other Sacratnenr. of 
&S\ the new Teſtament.. In the ad&miniftra- 
PEA tion of which Sacrameng, the order vied 


( 
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by every onest)yall of themſelves in faith and re- 
pentance, toadminiſter it with declaration of the 
inſtitution of Chriſt,and of the doArine figned and 
confirmed by it in the Eng/rſh rorgue,that all the 
people may vnderſtand. 

We doe alſo adminiſter it in both kinds, of bread 
and wine. Further the miniſter doth take the bread 
and giue thanks, breake it and deliver itto the com- 
municants. Likewiſe hee taketh the cup and after 
thanks-giuipg, powreth out the wine in the cupto 
bee dcliuered roall that are to bce partakers of the 
communion, The people that doe communicate re- 
cclue the bread and eatc ir, and the wine hkewiſe, 
and drinke ir, | 

Now the end and vſe of all this is '8dded hereun- 
to, which is in generall the folemne commemorati- 
on of the death of Chriſt. In particular, and that 
firſt in regard of God, and of his Sonne Icſus Chriſt, 
to magnifie the goodnefle of God, in not ſparing to 
giue his onely xn Sorne for the redemption 
of the world; and to giuchim moſt due thapkes for. 
ſuch his vnfpeakable grace 3nd mercy. Itis likewiſe 
to glorific our Sauiour Chrift, and to give thankes 
for his exceeding loue to markind, in that for our 
rede:rption, he h::h vorcbſ. fed ro humble himſelfe 
to take vpon him ovr nature and the forme of a Ser- 
uant,znd in thir n:ture to humble himſelfe tor vs 
evento the dcath, ard that the accurſſed death of 
the Crefle. 

Inreſpec of men. vis, borh of all otherto pro. 
felfe or Chriſtian faith; and alf.1in recard of our 
ſelurs, that our faith and by it our Communion 
with Chriſt may Le increaſed, whereby wee may bee 

__ G3 made 
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made more and more partakers of him, and of all 
his b:nefits, both of grace ia this life,namely of the 
forgiueneſſe of fianes, of ſanification, of gifts 
necdfull for our particular calling, and in the world 
to come of everlaſting life and glory. Finally, that 
theſe things being thus performed with thankſgive- 
ings and petitions for our ſelues, and the whole mi- 
litant Church of Chriſt, agreeably tro Gods word, 
and that ſacred ation, the whole adminiſtration is 
finiſhed to the glory of God, and the edification of 
ſuch as haue bcene partakers of that h-:ly table. 
In all which adminiſtration there is nothing but 
Math >, "hat was taught and done by our Sauiour Chriſt and 
&.  * his Apoſtles. For our Sauiour at the firſt iſti- 
Mark.14.22, tution of his holy Supper, deliucred the DoQtrine 
Lul,:2.4,19, Which hee intended ſhould be confirmed by it, and 
_ that in a ſpeech vaderſtood by his Diſciples, and 
<>” "as gaue commandement vnto them to dar the like, and 
to ſhew forth by it,the comemmoration of his death 
vatill his coming againe. Inlike manner did the A- 
"SIM —_— For the Euangeliſt Zeke reporting that the 
os iſciples continued in the doctrine of the Apoſtles 
in communication, in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers;declarcth that the Apoſtles joyncd DoErine 
with the adminiftration of this Sacrament, and with 
prayer, & allthe aRions of that ſpirituall communion 
and ſocietie, which the Church of Chriſt at Zera- 
ſalems had together. The like apprarerh inthe Apoſtle 
11-23" Panl, both in that hee profeſſcth to haue delivered to 
the Corinthians concerning this Sacrament, that 
which hee had received of the Lord, and more par- 
ticularly by that long ſpeech which hee had at Troas, 
an%)* before theadminiſtration of this Sacramenr, ther 
allo 


1,Cor, 
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alſo noted and comprehended vnder breaking of 
bread. Moteouer concerning the adminiſtration 
in both kinds, it is moſt manifcſt by the Rory of the 

Goſpel, and by the writing of the Apoſtle Paul, thar 

Jeſus Chriſt rooke bread, and brake it,and gane it to 

his Diſciples ; and likewiſe that he tooke wine, and 

having giuen thanks, not only gaue it tothe Dilci- 

ples to drinke,but with theſe exprefle words, Drinke 

gee all of this, Whereby it is moſt plaine that our ad- 

miniſtration of the. Lords Supper, in both kinds, is 

according to that the Lord himſelfe did at the firſt 

inſticution of ie. Yea it is alſo according to that hee 

commanded after to bee done, in that he ſaid, Doe 


yee thu in remembrance of mee; And more panicus y,,,;,>, 


lzrly concerning the cup ; Drinke ye all of this. 
Which being the Doctrine, pratice, and comman- 
dement of the Lord himſelte, it cannot be doubted 
but the Apoſtles did both ſo adminiſter it, and teach 
concerning the adminiſtration of ir, eſpecially ſce- 
ing the Apoſtle Pasl protefſeth (which taithfulneſſe 
isto beeſteemed to haue bene alſo nn all the other A- 
poſtles) that hee delivered ro theChurch that which 
hee received from the Lord.v4z.as before harh bene 
declarcd, that the Lord deliucred to his Diſciples 
both bread and wine, Whereby it is to bee vnder- 
ſtood, that whereas ſometimes this Sacrament” is 
nored or comprehended vnder the ſpeech of brea- 
king bread, thar it is not meant, that it was admini- 
ſtred in bread ohly,but it is aſpecch chatby one part 
doth note the whole Sapper ofthe Lord adminift 
m both kindes'sf brtad and wine; which is confirm- 
} edalſoto haue bene fodelivered by the Apoſtles, 
by the praice of the primitine church, which _ 
. po" 
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Pillip.2.6.7+ 
Heb,g.15. 


adminiſter it, as it appearech by the Apologie of 
Inſtine Martyr, ſo reporting of the adminiſtration of 
it. Now as this order of admiaiſtration of the Lords 
Supper vſ:din our Eng/iſh church thus app arerh to 
haue beecne receiued from the DoQriae, prattiſe and 
commandement of Chriſt him ſelfe and of his A+ 
poſtles,and ſoto have beene vied in the Primitive 
Church; ſo on the Contrary part, the Sca of Kome 
hath in effe& aboliſhed the Supper of the Lord in 
their Maſle, hauing acither bread nor wine in the ad- 
miniſtration of ir. 

For the bread they ſay, after Conſecration is tur- 
ned into the real body of Chriſt, which being tleſh 
and bones, it followeth by their DoQrine, that there 
isno bread left in the Sacrament as it is miniſtred by 
them: which errours of the read, and bodily. pre- 
ſence, and of the change and rranſubſtantiation of 
the bread into the fleſh of Chriſt, areconuicted ro 
be moſt abſurd and erroneous both by the Scrip- 
tures, and by common ſcnce and reaſon, For the 
Scripture (cuecn after the conſecration and ſerting a- 
part of the bread to that ſacred and holy vſe, to bee 
a Sacrament of the Lords Body) doth often call it 
bread, as:it.appcarcth in the firſt Epiſtle ro the Corin- 
thiens, Chap. 11. wherc it is {aid, The Bread that wee 
breake is it not the Cemmunion of the body of Chriſt? 
And in the Chap. 11. 15 oft as yee ſhall eate of this 
bread, and aftcr diucrs times. This appeareth alſo 
in that the Scriptures teach that Chriſt became Man, 
hauing the rruc ature of man like to vs in all things 

finnc only excepted, Which prooueth that his 

bedy cannot bee in the ſmall compaſſe of a wafer 

eake, haujog che dimcaſions and meaſures of lengrh, 
readr 
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breadth and-thickneſſe,, which other mens bodyes 
hauc, And whereas it is prerended to bee ſo by mi- 
racle, this is dilproved two waics, Firſt,in that the 
Scriptures which make expreſſe mention of Chriſts 
miracles, doe neuer make mention nor obſcruation 
of any miracle to haue bene done by him, in this 
changing bread into his body. 'Sccondly the Scrip- 
tures making mention of any miraculous change 
of one ſubſtance intoanother, doe declare thar the 
change hathrbecne ſuch as was to bee iudged, diſcer- 
ned and perceived by all meanes of vnderſtanding 
both of ſence and reaſon. As for cxample, when 


Chriſt changed water into wine, the winc was per- xgjn, 2.9:10: 


ceiued to be wine by the ſight and taftſo diſcerning 11, 
of ir. Bur ia this cafe neither doth the eyeſec any 
fleſh, nor the taſt diſce;zne of any, but contrariwiſe 
that the bread remaineth bread ſtill in ſubſtance ap- 
pearcth by the fight, ſmelling, ſauour,and the taſte 
chercof; by the effe&t of nouriſhing, by the place 
wherc it is on carth, and by the accidents of white- 
neſſe, ſmalneſſe, roundneſle, and by that it becometh 
ia time to bee ſubieto bee mouldy,and that-ir may 
bee eaten by Mice, and Vermine. 

Bur it is moſt falſe,crronious,2nd blaſphemovs, to 
affirme that the body of Chriſt which 1s moſt glori- 
ous in heauen, can beeſubic to any of theſe acci- 
dents. Befides,how greatis that blaſphemy whereby 
it is ſaid vader pictence of this tranſubſtantiation, 
that the Pricft is the Creator of his Creator, & ma- 
ker of his maker; Bur it would aske a long time to lay 
out the arguments 3 reaſons that confure this abſurd 
8& damnableerror, and this labour is already partly 
beſtowed inanſwer to another queſtion of this 

H kinde. 
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kinde. Therefore thus much may heecre ſuffice to 
ſhew,that by che errour of cranſubſtantiation,thcre is 
not left any bread vpon the Lords table, by them 
that affi-me the bread ro bee changed into fleſh, and 
therefore that this part of the Sacrament is wanting 
inthe Maſſe, Now for the other,the fame may bee 
faid concerning the wine, which they dove likewiſe 
reach ro bee turnel into the very bleot! of Chriſt. 
But putts alſo turther, in : hat they have ſacri- 
legiouſly robbed the Lords table of that bleſſed cup 
that bclongethto ir. For although they ſutf. r the 
Prieſt todrinke of the cuppe, and the people allo to 
drinke wine, yet the wine that they giue the people 
is not conſecrated nor any part of the Sacrament. 
Therefore in ſuch adminiſtration is commitred a ſa- 
crilegious abuſe, in robbing the Lords table and his 
people of the cuppe of bleſſing, which is the com- 
munion(as the Apoſtle Paul ſpeakeeh) of the blood 
of Chriſt : and con'ririwiſe our adminiſtration of 
the Lord Supper in both kinds of bread and wine, 
is according to the DoArine,practice,and comman- 
dement, of our Sauiour Chr:ſt and of his Apoſtles, 
Furthermore as by this meanes the Sca of Rome 
hath aboliſhed both partsof che Sacramenr,ſo hath it 
perucrted the rigitt end and vſc for which it was in- 
flituted. For tat being as hath beene declared, and 
as it is made knowne ro the people in our admini- 
ſtration of ir, to bee a S.cram*nre, whereby wee 
celebrate rhe memory of the death of Chiift for 
our (ianes, to the fi,;ning and confirming vato vs our 
ſpirituail communton wich him,to the participation 

of all his giftes,cuen to life cuerlaſting : 
The Church of &ome hath tran{figured this Sa- 
crament 


_— 
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criment into a ſacrifice propitiatory for the finnes 
of che liuing,and of the dead. And tothisendthey 
haue brought into the Church of Chriſt- contrary . 
to his word, a Prieſt, and an Altar, that nothing 
might bee wanting to the cffcring of their ſacrifice, 
In which facrifice they teach that the Prieſt doth 
off: r Chriſt cuery day vnto his Facher, as a ſacrifice 
rotake away linnes. Of which propitiatory Sacri- 
fice our Sauiour Chriſt, & his Apoſtles haue made 
no mention at all, but onely of a commemoration of 
che death of Chriſt, inthe celebration whercof, wee 
magnific God and our Sauiour, for ſuchvnſpeake- 
able mercy and goodnefle, and fo offer as it were a 
Sactifice of thankſgiving, pleaſing and acceptableto 
God in Chriſt leſus. But of offering a ſacrifice pro- 
pitiarory to take away our ſinnes,and that daily, and 
by the Prieſt, there 1s no word in the Scripture for 
it, 
Contrariwiſcthe Scriptures teach direaly the con- 
trary,and declare this DoGtrine to bre full of errour 
and Blaſphemy. For the Scriptures teach vs, that 
there is but one only Sacrifice that taketh':away the 
ſinnes of men, which is that hely Sacrifice which 
our Sauiour Chriſt offered of himſelfe, that is,of his 
humane nature aſſumed for that purpoſe,and that by - 
his eternall Spirit, andthat alſo once for all, namely 1,4. 
dying vpon the Altar of the crofſe : and by the 25,26,58- 
Sacrifice ſo offered, he hath obtained an cuecrlaſting 
red. mption. W herefore ro affirme that the Prieſt 
offereth Chriſt daily in Sacrifice for ſinnes, dero- 
gatcth highly from the death of © hriſt, wh: reby the 
ſinnes of the faithfull are raken away, as if that had 
not becne ſufficient z _— tothe whole _ 
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of the Scripture, attributing our redemption to 
his death and blood ſhed vpon the Crofle. Second- 
ly, This Dofrinc highly derogateth from the ver. 
rue of the death of Chriſt, in thar it teachetb, that 
Chriſt muſt bee daily offered for finne; whereas the 
Scriptures teach expretly the contrary, laying that 
Chriſt was to dye but once,and to be off.red but 


9, Once, and fo ro enter into heauen, and not as the 


High- Prieſt in the Law once cuery ycate offered (a- 
crifice, and ({o entered into the holy place. For then 
as the Apoſtle there teacheth he ſhould have ſuffe- 
red olten fince the beginning of the world: But now 
faith he,in the end and cenſummation of the world, 
Chriſt was manifcſted toabolifhfinne, by theſacri- 
fice of himſelfe, Morcouer, it 4s ſayd, that Chniſt 
offcred his ſacrifice by his eternall Spirit, whereby 
wee are tavght, that it was by the power of his God- 
head, that his ſacrifice and vlood, was of ſo preti- 
ous, incſtimable and infinite valuc,as being the blood 
Of God, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh clfewhere, which 
redeemed -and purchaſed the Church. Therefore it 
is open blaſphemy to affirme, that the Pricſt offer- 
eth Chriſt vnto -his Father a Sacrifice tor fnne, 
which the Scriptures attriburethto Chrilts cternal] 
Spirit and Godhead. 

Furthermore, many other are the :buſes commit- 


ted by the Church af Roe, in abuſing this holy Sa- 


crameat,to ſundry other ends, for which Chriſt did 
acuer ordainc it. For theyabuſc ie-ro obtaine þo- 
dily. health, and proſperous ſuccefle of voyages at 
Sca, of bartels, of marriage, andfſuch'like, They 
abuſe it torecouer things that are loſt, torhe quench- | 
1ng of Fire, to the calming of Stormesand Tempeſts 
at 
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at Seo, and at Land; to ratifie leagues, to triall of the 
innocent in Criminall cauſes, and finally to deli. 
uer ſoules (as they faine) our'of Purgatory. 

For theſe and ſuch like ends, they haue Maſſes ſaid 
and ſung, and peruert the moſt holy ordinance of 
Chriſt, to their ſecular and prophane deferes, More- 
ouer, according to the DoArine of our . Saujour 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, this Sacrament is with vs 
to bee adminiſtred, ſo as not onely the Miniſter a 
lone receive it,but others with him. For ſo our Sa. 
viour delivered itto his Diſciples, and ſaid, Take 
ne, cate,and drinke yeealt of thi. Likewiſe the Apo- 
tle Pas calleth the bread of the Lords table, ' the 
Communion of the Lords body-; and the cuppe of 
bleſſing, the Communion of his blood : VWhereby 
it is playne, that this Sacrament ought to bee admi- 
naiſtred tn a Congregation of the fauhfull and Chri« 
ſtian people,whick together with the miniſter ſhould 
be partakers of the Lords table. 

But.,contrary to this ordinance of Chriſtareall 
the private Maſſes of the Chutch of Robre,-: in that 
the Prieſt alone hauing eaten yp his hoſt(as hee cal= 
leth it) and dfrunke vp his wine, ſendeth the people 
empty away, aſter that hee hath bleſt them withthe 
empty cuppe, to the high» diſhonour of God,” and 
the intollerable ſcorne and: derifion-of bis people. 
Heercunto is to be added that horrible idolatrie,that 
isthe abominable fruit of the monſtrous crrour of 
Tranſubſtantiation;-, For from-hence-came theeless 
vation and adoration of-the wafer=cakte;; whichthe: 
Prieſt with his -backe toward the people, lifring vp: 
ouer his head, all the people preſent falling downe: 
vpon their, knees ard knocking their breaſts xeligh+ 
H 3 oufly 
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oufly worſhip and adore eucn with the ſame adorati- 
on which themfelucs acknowledge to bee done to 


- God; Andafter the Maffe finiſhed andended, they 


relcrue the wafer-cake remaining, whereas by the 
Scripture euery Sacrament, is a Sacrament onely in 
the lawfull vie of ic, and while that facred aQion 
bee adminiſtred and finiſhed. For asthe water of 
Baptiſme, after the vſe of it in baptizing ſuch as are 
to be baptized, is not reſerued ; no more ought the 
Sacramentall bread to be kept and layd vp in ſtore: 
yetto the cleuation and adoration mentioned, they 
add alfa this rcferution of the bread and incloſing 
it in a pixe,and thar alſo for idolatrous vſcs. 

For both daily as occaſion requireth in viſitation 
of the ſicke, they carry this Idoll with pompe 
throughout the ſtreets, and compel! all that meete 
it, to worſhip and adore it; and onceinthe yeare, 
in the day which they haue made feſtiuall for that 
purpoſe, with great pompe and folemmity they 
carry itin proceſſion to be worſhipped 8& adored by 
the people. Finally whereas our Sauiour Chriſt hath 
ordained this holy Sacrament, to be admiaiſtred in 
that ſincerity, and ſimplicity, declared in his word , 
the Sexof Rome hath deuited to adminiſter it in ſuch 
manner as is fitter for a play vpon a ſage, or ſome 
pompous ſolemnity,then tor the grauc and reuercnd 
adminiftration of that holy Sacramrnt. For all fur- 
niture belonging to it, is coſtly & ſumpruons,there is 
mulique topleaſe the eares, fweete edors and per- 

fumesro fmcH, chcreare ro behold whatſoever pre- 
tious Imapes decked with gold and pretious ſtones, 
and coſtly garments. The Prieſt cloath:d richly zs 
Aaron, Kandeduar the Altar ſhining with burning 

f | lights, 
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lights, with his attendants 1 Sylke and fine Linncn, 
all the people being behind him afarre off. There he 
playcth many ſtrange parts, ſomtime hee ſtanderh 
ſtill, ſomerime hee walketh a little, onc while hee 
is vpright, another while heeboweth Himſcltc; hee 
ſecemeth to bee atleepe: and.to awake againce, hee 
turneth altogether, and halfe round ; his armes are 
ſomerimes ſpread abroad, ſometimes drawne in a- 
eaine ; ſomerimes lift vp, and ſometime caſt downe: 
his fingers are ſtill occupicdiin making croflſes, hee 
ſoftly murmureth ſomething with himlcife, and he 
whiſpereth ouer the bread and the cuppe z at the 
laſt when hee hath done playing, hee catcth vp his 
hoſt, and drinketh vp his wine with great care that 
hee leauerh nor a droppe. Then having waſhed after 
his banquet, hee turneth himſelte to the people, and 
bleſſing them with the empty cuppe, bidd<cth them 
—_— What can bee more vulike thefacrtfadmaj. 
niſtration of the Lords Supper, then this hilſtrioni- 
call ſeruice of an {doll of Bread, which they wor- 
ſhip and care vp? | ; 

Wherewith. if our admiaiſtrarion of his. holy 
Sacrament bee compared, and cither of :them with 
the Lords inſtiranion, it will manitcſtly appearethat 
their M.fle hath no reſemblance with 4 a Lords ' 
Supper,and that for moſt juſt and ncecffary cauſes, 
the manitold abuſes of it are reformed in our 
Church. Ir will alſo appeare that the cemmunion 
cclcbrated in our Churcics : Firſt, withdeclaration 
of the DoArine, Ggncd by it in the vulgar rongue. 
Secondly, in bothkinds of bread and wine. Thiad- 
'Iy, in commemoration of the death of Chriſt, with 
duc prayſcs and preyers anncxcd thereunto, Fousth- 
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ly, in that it is truely a Communion, being com- 
muanicated with the Aſſembly of Gods people. 
Fifily, It is freed from Popiſh cranſubſtanriation, 
clevation, adoration, reſcruation, and Pompous car- 
ryiag abroadin theſtceers, Sacrifices, Sacrificer, and 
Altar,and from many ſuch other like errours, ſuper- 
ſtitions, Idolatries, Blaſphemies, and ridiculous fol- 
lies, as haue corrupted, peruerted , and tranſhgu- 
red into an abhominable [doll the moſt holy, (a- 
cred and comfortable erdinance and Sacrament ef 
our Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt, And thus farre of the word 
and Sacram:nts. 
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Cray, IX, 
Of Prayers. 


| Ow it followeth to ſpcake of the Prayers 

of our Church ia England : In all which 

theſe two moſt neceſiary and excellent 

poyats are moſt worthy to bee confidercd, Firſt, 

thac all our prayers are made .to God onely; and 

Secondly that they are all made by theencly medi- 

ation of Ieſus Chriſt, Of which ewo poyats the 

* former is ſuck as our Sauiour Chriſt, and all 

the Prophets and Apoſtles bare witneſſe vate 
it, 

For, Firſt, there is not in them all, any pre- 
cept, promiſe, or examplefor Prayer to bee made 
to any other. - Secondly, Allthe commandements, 
promiſes and examples concerning prayer,doe ex- 

5rlY AN preſly dire vs to makcour prayers vnto God. 
we, tn the day of trouble ({aiththe Lo1d) Thew ſhale 
il call » 


ſ) 


cal] open mee; and 1 wil hearevheeg cand-thew 
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s . ſhalt 
glorifue mee © When you pray(Saith-ourSauiaur) Fray ent 
gee thus, Our Father which art in heeuen,6. L ry 


4 Ts , 
- 
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wiſe, Tour heanently Fat ill gine good. things to 12+. 3 

thiſe that acke him. The reaſon hereof is; becauſe ***7 

a5 the Apoltle teecherh, Every good grace and per feet 1am 1417+, 

guift proccedeth from aboae, exen from the Father of 

lights. | | 

Now this being the honor of God, hice cndur 

reth not that it hould be giuen ro any other, accor- _ 

ding as it is ſayd, 7 wi{+ not gine my'glovy 20 dots, Ecy,q2.8, 

nor my honor to any other, And inthe tecond.Com- 

mandement hee calleth himſclfe a Icalous' God, p,, ,,- 

and ſuch as communicate his honor with .any | 

ther, hee calleth his cnimies, and ſuch as hate him, 

and threatnerh co puniſh their  ſinne in themlelues, 

and in their third and fourth generations that ſhall 

come after them. . Sv highly dorh « difpleaſe God, 

that Prayer ſhould bee made to any other, nor one 

for the ſpace of few dayes, according to the edit of 

Darixs, but for any part of the whole time of ,,,, ,. 3 

our life. For ſuch is the prohibition of God, pub. 9.10. 

liſhed in all the Scriptures, and the. threatning of 

bis diſpleaſure, and Indignation, -which is more'to 

bee feared without all compariſon then all the 

dennes of Lyons. Therefore it is playne, that 

whereas in Exg/and all our Prayers ia diuine Ser: 

uice, are direted and made ro God onely, thar ovr 

Religion herein is that which th+ Scriptures eeach 

vs, and nam:ly which the Apoſtles of Chrift, 

_ the Lord himfclfe harch ravghte and deliver- 

In lize-maaner, nova all our Prayersare made 
in 
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inthe onely- mediation of Ieſus Chriſt, wee are 
thus taught to pray by the Scripture, euen by 
Chriſt himſelfe and his Apoſtles, For Chriſt faith, 

Iokn 14.13. Whatſoencr yee ſhall aske of the Father in my name, 
Cheb 15-1" willbe giuen you. Likewiſerhe Apoſtle John teacherh 
vs, that the adwocate wee hane with the Father ts leſs 

Chrift the richte2us, who u« alſs the propitiation for 
ou7. fins, Likewiſe the Apoftic pawl teacherh, thar 
this is a principall part of the honour of his Prieſt- 
hood, and that hee liueth now forever (as hee was 
Heb >4 xc Ordained a Prieſt for ever afterthe order of Met- 
295 chiſedech) that hee might make interceſſion for 
vs. Moreouer, hee is ſaid tohaue centred into tht 

Heb.r9.12, holyeſt place of the SanAuary, that is, into heaven 
Heb.,9124-25.0V his owne blood, hauing obtained everlaſting re- 
demption for vs, Whereby it is declared, that 
after that by the offering of himſelfe- once, hee 
had redeemed his pcople, hce entred into- heauen 
it ſelfe that hee may now appeare for vs before the 
face of God. Which dod&rine doth manifeſtly 
teach vs, that to make interceſſion for vs, to pro- 
cure, vs and our Prayers grace and fauour with 
God for cuer, 1s the proper and peculiar honor of 
our Sauiour Chriſt, and without high treaſon a- 
gainſt his dignity cannot bee communicated with 
any other, For there is one onely high Prieſt of 
the New Teſtament, which is-leſus Chriſt; and 
therefore there can bee no other, neither can that 
office bee made common to him with any other, 
without high derogationto his Prieſthood. Beſide, 
that onely;high Pueſt of the New Teſtament, is 
made Prieſtof the order of Melchiſedech,of whoſe | 
order none can bee, bur hee that is without Father 
and 


24. 
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and Mother and genealogie,, and therefore no 
ther man whatſocuer bur hee that is alſo God. 
Againe,he that is a Pricſt of the order of Me{chi- 
fedeck, mult have beene made Prieſt by the oath of 
God;bur this agrecth onely to Chriſt, as it" is ſaid, 
1 hane ſmorne and will wot repent that thou art a Prief 
for exer, after the order of Melchiſedeck 
Further, whoſocuer is a Prieſt of that 'order, 
muſt bee alſo King of the Church, as Melcheſedeck way: 
was Prieſt, and alſo King of Sa/em9, and as his 
name imported ,a King of righteouſneſſe, Burt this 
honor cannot without high treaſon againſt the roy- 
all dignity of Chriſt bee communicated with any 
creature whatſceuer. | 
Moreouer, fecing there are two parts and duties 
belonging to this Prieſthood, and that the one 
which is to bee the aduocate that makerh ſuite and 
interceſſion for the Church, and the other to offer 
himſelfe to make propitiation for our finnes; and 
that none can bee our aduocate, but hee that ma- 
keth propitiation for vs, it is playne., thatwee cam 
haue no other aduancate bur the ſame that dycd for 
vs. And that this is ſo, may bee proued many 
wayes. The Apoſtle John faith, wee have an adn0- ; 1pm s.1.2, 
cate with the Father, which « leſus Chriſt the righte- 
ous, who uc the propitiation for onr ſinnes. By which 
words, itappeareth to appertaine toone and the 
ſame perſon to bee the aduocate, and to make 
propitiation and fatisfation for our ſinnes. But 
there is nocreature that can make ſatisfaQion for 
our ſinnes, this being of all parts confefled to be- 
| | long onely ro Chriſt Icſus. Therefore alſo tobec 
| weY aduocate and interceſſor, for the Church cannot 
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belong to any creature, cither man or Angell, but 
is pro roles Chriſt. And if ary ſhould deny 
it to bee proper to the perſonof Chriſt, ro make 
propitiation for obr ſinnes, it may bee proued by 
thisthat the Apoſtle Paul faith, That God redeemed 
the Chnrch by his blood, fo calling it the blood of 
God, wherewith the Church is redeemed, becauſe 
in the ſame perſon of Teſus Chriſt, areboththe na. 


"- tare of man, whoſe blood was ſhed; and the na- 


ture of God, © which made it of incſtimable prize 
and value, to bee effeuallts redeeme the Church. 
But the blood of no other Perſon can bee called 
the blood of God, therefore no other perſon can 
make ſatisfaction for finne and reconcile vs- vnto 


God. 


Now touching the interceſſion of Chrift, it isto 
be conſidered, that it is by the ſame his owne blood, 
that heentred into heaven (as the High- Prieſt entred 
inte the. holyeſt place of the SanAuary with ſtrange 
blood) there to appeare alwayes inthe preſence of 
God as our aduocate, and to mike intercefſion for 
vs: "Which being the blood of God (as hath bene 
declared) whereby he entered into heauen, and 
thar' becauſe hce 1s as it were fprinkled with that 
moſt precious blood of incftimable value, hee js 
worthyto obtainc fauour for all his redeemed, and 
hearing for all their Prayers, It is plaine heereby, 
that no other Perſon whatſocucr can bee our jnter= 
cefſor, becauſe they ate not entered by that blood 
into heauen, nor cannot preſent themſelues ſprink- 
ted with it before the-preſence of God, thercby to 
obtaine favour with him for vs and our Prayers." 
Finally, that Ieſus Chriſt and no other perſon = "A 

s \ 


f 


bee our interceſler, with God, is: proyed. bythis; 
that it behogucth him that ſhould preſent our Pray, 
ers, to know all the prayers of the rch: Bur this 
none ogher but God knoweth,for this is a part of the 
high ile proper to God, That he knoweth the heart, 


Therefore no other perſon but Ieſus Chriſtcan bee 
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intercefſor, and to whom elſe canir agree but to him py... 
whoſe Spirit teacheth vs to call Abba Father, and 2 Chro.s.30, 
who onely vnderſtandeth the meaning of the ſpi. AG ts 
rir, that teacheth vs to pray with onſpeapoble gro. Rom.8,15, 


nings, as being his ewne Spirit thax ſtiretb vp. 
ſighes in the faithfull ?By all wbich reaſons it is pro« 
ued,that no perſon amongſt all creatures can bee our 
interceſſor, to offer our prayers to God; and;by 
whom wee ate to offer them , but on the contrary, 
that it is onely by the pcrſon .of Teſus Chriſt, 

Thus both theſe poynts in the prayers. of our 
Church in Ewg/and arc ſhewed tobee grounded in 
the DoGbrine of Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles. .,; . .. 

Now it followeth, to ſhew that-contrary to this 
Dodtrine of Chriſt and of his Apoſtles, the Church 
of Reme maketh prayers to other then to God one- 
ly, and by ocher Mcdiacors and intercsffors, then 
by the onely. Mediator and interc«flar leſus Chriſt 
the righteous, who is the propitiation for our 
ſiones; which is firft to bec ſhewed, |. | 

| Now if the lizurgie vſcd inthe Church of Rome: 
bee compared with, the divine Scruice in England, 
in theſe two principall poyns. concerning Prayer, 
it will bee dleare.to all thee bane eyes to (ec, that 
as our practiſe in theny is direRtly that which was 
| aughe by our Sauigur Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſo 

that which is vſcd inthe -m——_ Rowe, is m_ 
| 3 
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ly contrary to Chriſts moſt holy doArine, and that 
was dclinered by the Prophets and Apoſtles. For 
touching the former poynt which is that all pray- 
ers, petitions, requeſts, ſupplications, and thank(- 
viuings, are to bee made and yelded to God onely: 
In the Liturgic of che Church of Rowe, there arc 
many prayers, petitions, and thankſgiuings, that 
are made and ycelded vato Creatures, and even vn- 
tothe Images and repreſentations of them, They 
are made proteRors and patrons to bee prayed vn, 
to, for helpe by ſeuecrall Countryes, Cittyes, Kin- 
dreds, Statcs,orders, profeſhons, artificers, houſes, 
perſons. 

Their helpe isprayed for ſeucrally accerding to 

_ diuers ſtates of men, Knights, men of ſtudy, Phy- 
ſitians, Lawyers, attificers, as Painters, Shooma- 
kers, Smithes, Potters. Likewiſe according to ſun- 
dry occafions of the living Creatures they poſleſſe 
diucrſly,as for Gecſe, Sheepe, Horſes, Oxen. They 
pray alſoto ſundry Patrons, to beedelivered from 
Rormes, and tempeſts, from Earthquakes, Fyres 
and blaftings. And in caſe of diuers fickenefles they 
pray to ſundry helpers againſt the Peſtilence, Fe- 
_ Toothach, Gout, Falling fickneſſe and ſuch 

S , 

In their Letany and Maſſes they pray to Angels, 
torhe Morher of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, to the A. 
— ro Martyrs, to diuers confeſſors, Biſhops 

oRors of the Church, and to Saints of the Popes 
Cannonizing and ſaynting. In their prayers to them 
they pray them to ſaue their finfull ſoules, ro deſtroy 
their enemies, to heale them of their diſeaſes, to | 
deliver them from all aducrſicies, and all impedi- ). - 

ments \ >, 
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ments of Soule and body, at. the howre of: death 
to receive their ſoules, and tobripg them to euer- 
laſting life. An infirice oomber abnoſt of exam- 
ples of ſuch prayers might be rehearſed, which they 
make vnto Creatures. And to them likewiſe they 
offcr their thankſgiuing, vowes incenſe, guifts and 
oblations, yea they ſay the Lords Prayer beginning 
Our Father&c. Before euery picture and Image of 
them in their Churches or houſes, ſo fulfilling that 
which was ſayd to the old Idolaters, that they ſay to 


the block, and to the ſtone, thou haft begotten me. xy 44.15! 
But to the blefled Mother of our Lord Iclus Chriſt, Hab.tc19. 


they doe more wrong in this kinde then to any of 
the ſoulcs. of the fairhfull that are departed out of 
this life, for they magnific her with the names of 
our Lady, the Queene of Heauen, the Lady of the 
Angels, the mother of mercy, the hope of the 
Church, our life, our ſwectneffe,aur hope ; ſome of 
them ſay, that God hath giuen her, the one halfe of 
his Kingdome, that is, of mercy.,and hath reſerued to 
himſelfe the ether which is of iudgment : they ſay 
alſo vnto her, By right of. a mother, commaund thy 
ſonne: they abuſe the Salutation of the Angell, be- 
ginning in Jatine with Ave Maria; as a prayer vnto 
hcr, ot to doe her honor with the rehearſing of it, 
and ordaine thar ir bee ſayd ati knellof the bell. 
They vi: Roſarycs in her honor,that is,ſaying Aves 
ypon their beadcs, & for cuery ten'of them, one Pa- 
ter noſter that is inall 55 to a Roſary, Ofrhree ſuch 
Roſaryecs they made a Pfalter for her,wherein ſhold 
be 150 Aves accordingto the number of the pſalmes. 
There hath alſo beene madea ſpeciall Letany to 
,and a Pfalter wherein throwout all the Plalmes, 
the name Lord is turned ime Lady, and wharſoe- 
yer 
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ver is p5kerrro Goin all che Pſalmes, is attributed 
vato her. Butir were cndleſſe wo rehearſe all the 


* mearies whereby God is robbed of this highpzrtof 


his gtory, of 'Prayers and prayſes, by ſach as-are 
ofthe Church of Rome, and namely by their pfal- 
ters,cananicall howres, Leranies, Collects, antipho- 


nyecs,miſſils, and luch like parts of their Lirurgie,and | 


dinine Sermice, . 
This may ſbffice to ſhew how that which was 

intended, that whereas in our divine Scruice in 

England, wee offer prayers and thankes yato God 


 onely according to the DoQtrine of Chriſt and his 


Tere,2412.13- 


Apoſtles, they offer them to Creatures, pafſing by 
the Creator bleſſed for ener, Amen. VWherein con- 
trary tothe Doftrine of Chriſt, they haue not one- 
ly according to the number of their Citties multi- 
plyed their Gods, as it is ſayd, According to the num- 
ber of thy Cittyes are thy Gods O Indah; but of rownes, 
ſtreers, Churches, Chappels, houſes, perſons, di- 
ſeaſes, and other cas euen to praying to 
dumbe ſtockes and ſtones, to the aſtonilhment of 
heauen and earth, as it is inthe Prophet Jeremy: © 
gee Heanens, bee aſtoniſhed at thi, bee" affrayd and 
utterly confounded ſaith the. Lord, for my prople haue 
commuted two enils, they hane forſaken mes, the 
fountaine of lining watersto dig them pitsthat can hold 
#0 water. 

The other poynt is like vnto this. For whereas 
in our Expliſh Church, as Chrift and his Apoſtles 
haue taught vs, we haue but one God to whom wee 
pray, and but one Mediator and interccfſor b 
whom and in whoſe name and merits wee preſeal, 
our Praycrsto God: . So onthe contrary parr, the 

6 Church 
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Church of Reme dircAly contrary to: the doArine 
of Chriſt, and of all the Scriptures, prayeth tomen 
and Angels, as hath beene declared, ſo doth it like- 
wiſe offer yp Prayers to God, by the interceſſion of 
Angels and of men, * 


This appearcth in like mannerin their Letanies, - ' 


Miſſalls, Anthemes, "Collects and ſundry parts of 
their Lirurgie, For in them they defirc all the An- 
g:ls and Arch-Angels to pray for them, and by. 
name Gebriel, Michaell, Raphaell, They defire the 
mediation of all the Apoſiles in generall, andof 
eucry- one in particular, This petition they make 
»alſo eo all the Martyres in common, and to diucrs 
by their. proper Names, to the Doctors of the 
Church, to Confeſlors, ro ſundry Papes, - Biſkops, 
Abbors, and other Canonized Saints, both men, 
and women, that they would pray for them to God, 
that by their intercc{hon, yea and alſo by their mer. 
tits, they may bce freed fromthcir ſinnes, and the 
puniſhment due for the ſame, and may obtaine all 
grace to cucrlaſting life. In ſo many ſundry ſorts 
doe they diſhonor the Sonne of God, and rob him 
of that high glory and prcheminence of his Priefſt- 
hood, which Rtandeth ia making interceſſion for his 
people, in communicating it with ſo many others, 
ro whom it cannot inany ſort belong. For it is hee 
2lone that was made the High-Prieſt of the new 
Teſtament, andthat with an oath, and the ſame 
for cuer, for which cauſe alſo his Prieſthood is 
ſayd to bee «ragspere;,ſuch as paſſeth not from his 
owne perſon to any other. Hee obtained this ho- 


nor to enter into heauen, to make prayer and inter- Heb ceo 


ccihon for vs by the ſhedding of his moſt pretious 
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blood, 
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bleod. by the merrit whereof hee preſereth him. 
ſcife continually in the preſence of God, to ob- 
taine all grace needfull for his Church; which ho. 
nor having beene obtained by blood, it cannot a- 
gree to Angels whichare only ſpirits,8& neither have 
tieſh nor blood. This blood whereby hee obtained 
this honor, is the blood ofthe Lambe immaculate 8& 
vndchiled, without ſpot or b!\cmiſh, that is, of one 
perfetly innocent and righreous in the fight of 
God, But ſuch is not the ſtate of any man what- 
ſoeucr. Wee hane all erred and gont aſiray ſaith the 
Prophet Efay: And the Propher Danid likewiſe, En- 


ter not into Iudgement with thy Seruant (O Lord) for ' 


wo fleſh ſhall bee iaftified in thy ſight, And againe, 
There is none that doth good, no not one : Which is al- 
ſo the teſtimony of all the Prophets and Apoſttrs: 
wherefore all men are ſubic&to death by reaſon of 
ſinne, and are not &ble to procure faugur for them- 


| ſeluces, how then ſhould they bee mediators and 


A820 +20, 


intercefſorsto procure fauour tor others, who theme 
ſelues ſtand inneede to bre ſaued by the interceſſion 
and merrirs of Iefus Chriſt? 

Bur if there were any of them righteous, yer 
the ſhedding of their blood could no more procure 
fauour for vs with God then the ſhedding of the wa- 
rer in the ſtreetes. For it 15 by the blood of God 
(as ſaith the Apoſtic) whereby the Churchis bought 
and purchaſed, by which blood as hee made propi- 
tiation for our ſinnes, ſo it is by the ſame blood, (be. 
ing of incſtimable value becauſe of the infinite 
dignitie of his perſon) by which hee is centered 
iato the preſence of God, to make intcreefhon for 
VS, 
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It is therefore of no vſe thar is ſaid, that hee is the 
oncly mcdiator of propitiation bur not of inter- 
ceſſion, For as it hath bene ſhewed by theſe rea- 
ſons, hte hath as good right to bee honored with 
this glory, to bee the onely inrerceſſor for his 
Church, as hee hath ro bee the onely giuer of all 
ſatisfaRtion for our finnes, Finally it bchooucththar 
our interceſſor bee God, that hee may know the 
neceſſicics of this people, and vnderſtand their 
oroanes which cannot bee yttered; but this agreeth 
not to any creature onely, much lcſle to men. Thus 
then ir appeareth 14 how high degice the Liturgie 
of the Church of Rome is contrary to the Dofrine 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles and derogatory to the 
honor of God, and of his onely Sonne,in that pray- 
crs are made to any other then ro God onely, and 
that refting vpon the Prayers and interceſſion of 
many others and not onely of Icfus Chriſt. 

Contrarywiſe hereby it may appeare, thatour 
Religion and diuine Scruice in Exglend, in theſe 
two laſt and excellent poynts concerning Prayer, 
is according to the Doctrine of Chriſt and of his 
Apoſtles, that wee pray to God oncly, nd that 
by the onely mediation of Ieſus Chriſt the righ- 
reous, who is allo the propitiation for our 
linnes. 

Thus it hath beenc ſhewed, both in the word 
| whercunto the Sacr2ments are annexed, and alſo in 
prayer, in which two parts principally conliſtcth the 

whole ſeruice of God, that our Religion profcfled 
in Exz/and, is the ſame which was taught by Iclus 
Chriſt and by his Apoſtles, which was defired to be 
proued ; and further that the Licurgie ofthe —_— 
K 2 O 
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of Remee, in all the poynts heere debated, is direAly 


contrary to the Apoſtolicall DoQtrine, and thart 


which was delivered by the Lord leſus himſclfe. 

Which being ſo performed, heere wight bce an 
end of this Treatiſe, but that jt js further defired to 
bee ſhewed, if any of the Martyres have given te- 
Rimony tothat Religion which in England is pro- 
feſſed ; For ſatisfation wherein, here is addcd that 
which followeth. . 


———— 


Cuay. X. 
Of” Martyrs. 


Artyr, is originally a Greeke word, and 
figaifiech in En2/ſþ a witneſfe, which ge- 


— — _ 


ncrall ſtgnification by an clegancy of 
ſpcech, is viedby the Church, to note ſuch as te- 
ſtifie and beare witneſſe of truce Religion, and of 
the right Service of God,and of faith in Icſus Chriſt, 
even by the ſuff-ring of death, rather then to deny 
the truth of Gad. So as in this ſence, Marty: 
isa witneſſe of truc Religion, by his ſuffcring of death 
for it. 

Such in the time of the- Prophets were Daxtel, 
and his three noble kinſmen of the tribe of Jugah, 
For theſe three rather then they would worſhip Ve- 
buchaanrzz4r5 golden Image, 2nd yoeld toan Ido)] 
the honour duc to the onely true God, enduied to 
bee caſt into the furnace of fire. From which though 
God by miracle deliuered them, ya arc they wor» 
thily accounted Martyrs, for their moſt ccrtznt 
reſolution, Likewilc Paxriel, rather then hee would 
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not yeeld vnto God the honor of prayer, enduredto 

_- caſt into the denne- of Lyons for his noble Pre. 
cſios. 


In the new Teft:ment our S:uiour ſpeaking of Maths, xx. 


Mariyrdome, ſaith, Bleſſed ere yee when men prrſecnte 
you for righteouſneſſe, and for my ſake, And fore- 
warning his Diſciples of ſich Perſecution, ſaith 


ent of their ſynagogue; and whoſeencr ſhall kill you ſhall 
thinke hee doth God goed ſerutce. The Apoſtle Peter 


ſaith, 1f- any man ſuffer becanſe hee 4 Chriſtian, let 1,Pet, 4.16, 


him not bee aſhamed, let him rather glorifie God on 
thi bebalfe. Thos alſo wrighteth the Apoſtle Paul, 


alledging it out of the P/a/mes : For thy ſake are wee Plal.g 4.22. 


put to death all the day lowg, wee are accounted as ſheepe 
for the ſlaughter, By theſe and many other like teſti. 
monies it appearcth, that a true Martyr dyeth for 
no other caulc, but for a good, iuſt, and holy cauſe, 
and namely, for witncile bearing totrue Religion; 
as for refuſing to worſhip Idols, and for profeſiing 
himſclfe a Chriſtian, anc one thar honoreth Chriſt, 
and auoweth the Doctrine of the Goſpel that hee 
ravght,” and profeſſeth to belicue to bee ſaued by 
him. 

Which being thus proned, by theſe generall tc- 
ſtimonies, ſhall bce likewiſe confirmed by the ex- 
amples of ſuch true Martyrs, ro the end that here- 
by it may appearc, that whoſocuer are to bee ac» 
knowleged to haue beene true Martyrs, hauc ſuffe- 
red for bearing witnefle to ſome principall doArine 
of the fame Religion, that together with all Chri- 

endome, is profeſſed at this day in England, and 
not for maintcnance of any of the errors os falſe 
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worlhips maintained by the Sea of Rowe, and 
wherein they being fallen away from the rruch of 
the Goſpel, difſent from many nations of the Chri- 
ſtian world. 

They challenge indeed rothemſclucs, that all the 
Martyrs that dye in the Primitive Church, dyed 
for thcir Religion. Bur it is not to bee ſhewed that 
they dyed for that Corruption of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, that is properly called Popery, becauſe it 
hath beene and is ſtill maintained by the authority 
of Pop:s;bur onely for refufing to worſhip Idols, & 
for profeſſing to belecue in God, and in lelus Chriſt 
Our Sauiour. 

Which being the holy faith now profeficd in 
England, and in many other nations of Chriften- 
dome, that agree with vs therein, it will appeare 
that all the Martyrs of che primitiue Church dyed 
for the maintenance of that Scruice of God, and 
for that faich of Chriſt, which is now profcſſed in 
England, which is the other part that is deſired to be 
proued. 

Now for the proofe let vs firſt confider of the 
Martyts recorded in the new Teſtament. Whereot 
tae firſt that obtained the Crowne of Martyrdome 
was Steuer, who had beene one of the Scuen Dea- 
cons ef the Church of Jers#/alcx : Of him it is ma- 
nifeſt, that hee was ſtoned eo death in a fury of the 
ewes, afrer that hee had given notable teſtimony 
to Teſus Chriſt. Firſt, by his grear fignes and won 
ders that hee did. Secondly, his ſo wiſe and Zealous 
reaſoning with men of the Synagogues and ſchools 
of the tewes, of divers nations that were in eraſe 


lem, as thy were aot ableto withſtand the wiſe- \ 
dome 
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domeand ſpirit wherewirh hee ſpake. Thirdly, by aa:c.1o. 
his noteble Apologie which hee rade for himſclte Aﬀ,7,2Mte. 
before the High-Prieſt, and the whole Confiſtory, v;; 5; 
his face (hining as an Angel, concluding it with V-59 
charging their Fathers to hae (Jayne the Prophets, 
which hd forcſhewed the comming of Chriſt, 
and themſelues to haue murdercd Chriſt, that iuſt 
and rightcous Perſon. Fourthly, by his conſtant 
teſtimony that hee beheld the heauens open, and 
the Sonne of man ſtanding atthe right hand ot God. 
Finally by his dying in the inuocation of the name 
of the Lord leſus. 
By all which reaſons it is plaine, that Steuer _ 
for no other cauſe then onely for profeſſing Ieſus 
Chriſt to bee the Sonne of God, and the Sauiour 
whom God had promiſed to ſend for the faluation 
of his people; and this faith our Church in Englend 
by Gods mercy doth conſtantly profeſſc, with all 
that call vypon the name of the Lord Icſus, and 
houldeth it moſt honorable to dye forbearring wit- 
nefſe ro that moſt holy faith. Which being ſo, it is 
clearc that Stenem, whoſe head firſt had the honor 
to weare the Crowne of Martyrdome, dyed for 
that faith which is at this day profeſicd in Englend, 
& not for the Mafſe,northePopes Supremacy, nor 
any other Popiſh Corruption of Chriſtian faith 
wharſocurr, 
The like is to bee fayd of the Apoſtle James 
whom Herod flew with the tword, as it appeareth 
by thar it is ſaid, that Herd vexed certaine of rhe ,, . 
Church, and that hee ſaw, that the killing of ewes ; 3. 
| of pleaſed the 7:wes, who were the enimies of 


Chriſt, 
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the Apoſtle Pere in like ſort. 

Ia the Atts of the Apoltles, the like cauſe ap- 
peareth of all the perſecurion both of the D:ſciples 
and of the Apoſtles. Wherefore vpn occafien the 
Apoſtle Pal profeſſeth faying, I am ready nor one- 
lyto bee bound, but allo to dye at /eruſelems for the 
name of the Lord Ieſus. In the Rexe/ation, the like 
ceſtimony is given of Antipas, where it is written; 
1 know thy workes, and where thou dwelleſt, mamely 


* where Sathans throne us, 1 know that thor holdeſt my 


name, and haſt not denied my faith, ne not in the dayes 
wherein Antipes my faithfull Martyr was flayne 4- 
mongſt you, where Sathan dwelleth. 

Of other Chriſtian Martyrs whoſe names are 
not mentioned in the Scriptures, the like appeareth 
both by the prophecies and performances of their 
{\ufferings. Iathe ſecond of the Rewe/ation it is writ- 
ren inthe 10 verſe, Feare nothing of that thow art to 
Suffer , Behold the Dinell will caf# ſome of you into 
priſon that yee may bee tryed, and yee ſhall bane «fflt- 
iow for ten dayes : Bee farthfull unto the death,aud 1 
will pine thee the Crowne of life. 

Inthe fixt Chapter, verſe the ninth, where the 
firſt ſeale was opened, it is ſayd : / ſaw wnder the 
Altar the ſonles of thoſe which had beene flayne for the 
word of God, and for the teſtimony which they main- 
termed, After to them crying to God to reuenge their 
blood,it is in the cteuenth verſe anſwered, That they 

ſhould reſt yet « little time wntill their fellow faruants, 
& their brethren might bec fulfilled which were to bee 
flayne as well &s they. 

Iathe Chapter elcaucnth, from the third verſe to 

the 


Chriſt, and by apprehending and committing of 
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the twelfth, is forcſhewed the Martyrdome of the 
two Witneſſes which bare witneſfle to the Goſpell 
of Chiiſt, for the ſpace of 1260 dayes. Finally in 
Chap 20 virle 4. itis ſaid, 7-ſawthe ſoules of thoſe 
which bad beene ſmitten with the axe for the teflimony 
of leſus and for the word of God, and which bane not 
worſhipped the beaſt nor the Image of the beaſt,nor haue 
the marke pon their foreheads, or in their hands,aud 


they ſhall liue 4nd reigne with Chriſt a thouſand yeares.. 


Theſe are the Prophecics that make mention of 
Chriſtian Martyrs, by all which places and the 
comparing them one with another it may cuident- 
ly appeare, that all ſuch Martyrs were to beare wit- 
nefſe to the Lord Icſus Chriſt vatodeath, and to 
ſuffer not for any tradition or for any ordinance of 
the Church of Rome, but for the word of: God, and 
for refuſing to become Idolaters, and to take the 
marke of the beaſt in their forcheads or in their 
hands. 

Now the p*rformance of theſe prophecies that 
haue beene fulfilled vato this time,doe likewife de- 
clare that the Chriſtian Martyrs, which haue ſuf- 
fered hitherto have ſuffered death for profcfiing 
thatthey worſhipped onely the true God, that had 
made hcauen & carth; & his onely begotten Sonne 
TIeſus Chrift : and refuſed ro worſhip the Pagan 
Emperours Idols,and the Idols of the heathen that 
liued in any part of the Romane Empire. The cer- 
eaine and yndoubtred truth hereof, is to bee juſtifi- 
ed by the Apologeticall and other writings of the 
ancient Fathers, by the hiſtory of Ex/ebims, & other 
wrirers of Ecclefiaſticall ſtory & namely of Martyrs; 
likewiſe by Aure/zus Prudentive in his booke of the 
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Crownes of Martyrs, and other of like argu- 
ment. 

By the teſtimony of theſe writers it appearcth for 
the tyme of the ten great and crueil perſecutions 
of the Romaxe Emperours, while they were yet hea- 
then, cucn to the reigne of Conſtantine the Grear, 
which was the ſpace of aboue 300 yeares, and 
namely, in the laſt tenne yeeres perſecutions, vader 
the fiue laſt hzathen Emperours , which time is 
thought to bee forſhewed by the mention of tenne 
dayes ſpoken in the 2 Chap. of the Reae/ation tne 
toverſe: For by all theſe it isplentifully teſtified, 
that the Chriftians were put to death for no other 
cauſe, but for protcſſing themſelues to bee Chriſti- 
ans, and refuſing tro worſhip the Idols of the hea- 
then. | 

The ſame is confirmed alſo by forraigne and hea- 
then writers, and namely, by the edicts and pro- 
clamations of Emperors, by the commandements 
of their officers in their ſeuerall Prouinces, by their 
proceeding in Indgmear, the voyce of the cryer pro. 
claming,thatthey which ſuffered death , profefſed 
themſclues to bee Chriſtians, by a writing which 
was written in a table of ſuch their profeſſion, 
which was borne before the Martyrs; and finally, 
by the ſentences of their Tudges, for ſuch cauſe 
onely, adiuding them to ſuffer diuers ſundry kindes 
of exquiſite rorments and cruell deaths. To proue 
this by the particular report of all the Martyrs that 
ſuffered in that time to thereigne of the Great Con- 
#antine, would bee two long. But wee may take a 
few for example amongſt thoſe that are reported 
to ſuffer Martyrdome in that time, Heere may bce 
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remembred Polycarpus, Paſtor of the Church of 
Smyrna, mentioned inthe Rexe/ation, atreethar bare 
much truite according to his nee, and like the 
Date, or A'mond tree, whichthe more itis preſſed, 
is the more truitefull. For of him it is written, that 
after hotrible threatnings of wild beaſts and of fire, 
growing inconſlancy,and perſcuering ſtedfaſtly, in 
protefling bimſclte to bee a Chriſtian, and refuſing. 
to worſhip the 1dols of the heathen, the Cryer by 
commandement picciaimed and cryed thrice, Poly-, 
carpms hath conf fled himſelte to bee a Chiiſtian: 
Likewiſe the people crycd out vpon him, This is. 
that Teacher of 4/ia, the Father of the Chriſtians, 
the overthrower ot our gods,which bath tavght ma» 
ny that our gods are not to bee worſhipped, For 
theſe caules Polzcarpre dyed as a Faithfull ſernuant of 
Chriſt, whom hee ſayd hee had ſerued $6 yeares, 
and having found him alwayes his good maſter and 
oracious Lotd, tec would not now deny him. 
Attalus, another Martyr, was lead about the Am» 
phitheater, and a table borne bcfore him, wherein it 
was written, This is A/ta/z the Chriſtian, 

It is written of one Saphyraa virgin of Antioch, 
that asa faire Saphyre, a Iemme, a Iewell, of great 
price,caryirg hir holy profc ſon without any ſtainey 
being commanded to {acrifice to the gods of the 
heathen, ſhee graciouſly apſwered that ſhee was a 
Chriſtian, and worſhipped almighty God ,who had 
cceated all things; and thatthe gods of the Gemtils 
wcre no gods, but divels; for which worthy pro- 
feſGon ſhee was beheadded, 

Happy Fe{zit«s according to hir name,a matrone 


L2 dren, 


| oF and widdow of Rome, .the mother of ſeaues chil- 
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dren, was accuſed to the Emperour Anteninus, by 
the prieſts of the Idols,that ſhe worſhipped not their 
gods, bur alſo perſwaded others, from doing them 
honor. Shee was exhortedto ſpare hir felfe, and to 
returnetorhe old Remare Religion, and to forſake 
the new doctrine of the Chriſtians, and to teſtifie 
the ſame by the offering of Sacrifice : Bur ſhee con- 
ſtantly profciſed that (hee was willing to dye for 
the faith of Chriſt, Aftcr, being exhorred to ſpare 
hir childrcn, and to perſwade them, toredeeme and 
ſauc their liues by ſacrificing,ſhee anſwered the Ma- 
giſtrare, Thy mercy is impierie, and thy exhortation 
cruelty. For if my ſonnes ſhould ſacrifice to [dols, 
they ſhould not ſaue their liucs, but caſt themſclues 
into hell fire. Then turaing to hir Children ſhee 
ſaid, My deareſt ſonnes, perſcuere in the faith, 
and confeſſion of our Lord Teſus Chiiſt, + hee 
expe&cth you with all his Saints; fight for your 
ſoules, and ſhew your (clues faithfull in the lone of 
Chriſt. 

Thus for worſhipping of Chriſt, and refuſing to 
worſhip Idols, this happy mother, hauing ſeene hir 
ſcuen ſonnes firſt flayne with ſundry deaths, and dy- 
ing ſ-aucn times in them, at the laſt was alſo crow- 
ned with Martyrdome and recciued to everlaſting 
felicity. 

Theſe few examplcs-of almoſt an infinite num- 
ber, may ſuffice co ſh2w, that the Martyrs which 
ſuffered vnder the heathen Komraine Enperours, 
to the time of Con/tantiwe the Great, which was 300 
yeares and more, ſi ff:red all for prof:fling them- 
ſelues ro bee Chriſtians, and refuſiag to worſhip the 
Idvls of the heathca Rowazwue Emperours. Which 
being 
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being thus declared , hereby is that proved (for 
the firſt 300 yeares afcer Chriſt) which was b 
red;that is,thart the Martyrs of the Primitiue Church 
dyed for that faith, which the Church of England, 

together with all the reformed Churches of Chri- 
ſtiandome doe profcfſe. For both theſcarc in our 

Church ſo protetled,as wee hold it moſt honorable 

ro dye in maintenance of the faith of Chriſt, and 

refuſing to worthip any Idols, either of old Rome 

that worſhipped the Images of heathen men; or of 
new Rome, that adoreth the Images of Chriſtian 

men. For though the difference of a heathen, and 

of a Chriſtianman, bee exceeding run ; yet in 

worſhipping of them both religiouſly, and much 

morc in ſo worſhipping their Imag:s,there is no dif- 

ference, but ſuch Imagesare Idols alike , and the 

worſhippers of them arc in like ſort Idolaters, But 

this diſputation belongeth to another place. 

That which is heere to bee debated is, that ſeing 
our Church in England profeiſeth the faith of Chrilt, 
and abhorreth the Idols of the heathen, as all re- 
formcd Churches doe; that all the Martyrs of the 
Primitive Church, for the firſt three hundreth yeres 
after Chriſt, dyed for the ſame faith and Rcligion, 
which is now profeſſed in England. Aﬀter the time 
chat Conſtantine the Great had preuailed againſt his 
enimics tie heathen Princes which were partakers 
with him inthe Empire, th: perſecution of Chriſti. 
ens in the former manner ceafled in allthe Romaine 
Empize, excepting the ſhort time of 7u/ian the Apo« 
ſtara , for notwithſtanding that there were grieuous 
troubles which the true Chriſtians ſnffered alſo af- 
rer, eſpecially by the 4rrians, and alſo by ſome 0- - 
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ther heretickes and ſchiſmatickes in their ſundry 
Countries,yer was there-not any vniuerſall perſecu» 
tion vnto death in any degreelike the former, for 
the cauſcs aboue mentioned, or by the heathen, 

Wi:hia the Church rhere arole indecde great 
troubles generally by the authority of the Empe. 
rours, that fauoured the hereſy of 4rixs, and by the 
Arian Bi(bops, and other of that hereſy, ſoliciting 
authority with all importunzcy againſt Athanaſins, 
and othcr that maintained the ſound Orthodoxe, 
and holy faith of the Godhead of Chriſt of once and 
the ſame ſubſtance with the Father:In which worthy 
cauſe, wharſoeuer was ſuffered by any, and namely 
by. Athanaſins, worthy to bec immortall, and to 
have his name preſerued for cuer in the Church 
with high regard and honour, they and Athana- 
firs ſuffered tor that faith chat is allo profeſſed by 
all reformed Churches, and namely by our Church 
in Exgland, as may appeare by Athanaſius Creede, 
or confcfſion of faith ſct downe in our booke of 
common prayer, & appoyntcd by publique autho- 
rity to be openly read inall our Churches, 

Other vniuerſall perſecutions for any matter of 
Chriſtian faith wee reade of none. And as for ſuch 
particular troubles as were raiſed in ehe Church, 
about any herely condemned. by any of the foure 
firſt generall Councels, whatſocuer thoſe Counce!s 
decreed againſt ſuch hercftes, is recciued and pro- 
fefſed by our Church in England. Thus it is proued 
that all the Martyrs of the Primitive Church ſuffe» 
- "wi our Religion that is now-profeſſed in Eng- 
ana. : 

Aand in all ages whatſocuer, true and right Mar- \. 
tyrs 
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tyrs th:re haue beene, that is, which ſuff-red death 


for bearing witneſle to the word of God and to any 
part of Chriſhan Religion , delivered by Ieſus 
Chriſt and by his holy Apoftles(for ir is the cauſe 
and not the puniſhment onely that maketh a Mar- 
tyr) they dycd all for ſome Article or other of the 
Religion which is-profeſled in Engl/and, And of 
this ſorr,forſome laterages,eſpecially inthis wherein 
weeliue, the barbarous Cruelty of the RomaneTa- 
tholiques hath beene ſuch, as in this age, both Eng- 
lnd in (ome former times, and eſpecially in the 
rcigne of Qucene Mary, and many other king- 
domes and countries of Chriſtendome, hane flow. 
ed with the Chriſtian'blood that hath bene ſhed by 
them. "They boaſt.indeed of Martyrs that haue dy- 
cd for the defence of their Religion; for which if 
our Chriſtian Kings and States that haue reſtored 
theſtacerity of Chriſtian Religion, had made lawes 
for that purpoſe, and put: them in execution vpon 
ſome turbulent Perſons obſtinately ſceking to de- 
priue vs of the true worſhip of God, and to bring 
vs back againe to the blindneſle, and ignorance, ſu- 

rſtirions and will worſhips, crrours and hercfies, 
Licking and blaſphemies of the Sea of Rome, who 
could iuſtly reproue ſuch proceedings? But it will 
be: hard to (hew that our Chriſtian Princes and 
States haue yet hitherto ſo proceeded, 

Poffidly in the warres, and {nthe rage of battell, 
and inthe fury of victery, ſome outrages may haue 
benecommitted, which we do not iuſtifie. But that 
intime of peace when lawes might be obeyed, & 
the Iudges fit quietly vpon their benches,it will not 
be eaſy to ſhew that there hath bin apy ſuch —_ 
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Their ſhamelcile Legendarics report indeed , that 


we haue put men into Bearcs sFinnes, and ter degges 
to worry them. Bur they tat wrote !':ch things, 
had neither truth, nor modctty in fo writing, 

They complaine much alſo of ſome leſuits, Se- 
minaries, and other Romave Catholiques, adtudged 
vato dcath in this Land. And it is true,that ſome 
ſuch haue beene cxccutcd, but not any, {tmply for 
any matter of Religion and diuine Service, but ei- 
ther for Fellonies,and Treaſons, and thatſome ſuch 
asthe like were neucr heard of inany age; or for 
ſuch crronious, and hereticall poynts of Doftrine 
as diretly impugneth the Soueraignty of the State, 
and inforced a neceſſity of ſuch Lawes, and cx- 
ecution of them vpon ſome notorious Off-adors, 
and ſeditious pratifers to ſeduce the ſubies from 
their allegeance. Bur this is cleared in many other 
places, and heere it may ſuffice to ſhew,that which 
hath: becne proues,'T hat the Martyrs of the Primis 
tive Church dyed for that truth which is now pro- 
feſſed in England. Which hauing brene thus pro« 
ued by this Treatiſe, there hath beene performed 

whatſocuer is defired. Which God grant may be 
of as good vie to ſuch as haue deſired it:as! 
the writer fiom his ſoule doth pray 
God may vouchſafe them. 
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